


The End Time and the Final Crisis

Editorial

THEgreat controversy between Christ
and Satan that has been in process
for almost 6,000 years is now in its

final stages. Satan and his hellish demons
have come down to the loyal, obedient
saints with great wrath, for he Imows his
time is very short The signs of the times
are ominous. The world is on the verge of
chaos. The Protestant world is forming a
confederacy with the Papacy, and America
will very soon foun an image to the beast
power. See The Great Controversy, 589-590,
606-609; The Seventh-dny Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, 976. The Religious
Right and the Christian Coalition are reach-
ing across the gulf to clasp the hand of the
Roman Catholic Church.
Spiritualism is everywhere on TV, from

the popular dramas and talk shows to the
evangelical pulpits. See Testimonies, vol. 5,
451; Great Controversy. 48.

Only a moment of time yet remains of
human probation. The church, the remnant
church, is paralyzed. It refuses to give the
trumpet a certain sound. In this moment of
peril we have identified ourselves with the
world in our investments, our businesses,
our institutions, and our close association
with the evangelical world. Our Laodicean
slumber is a slumber of death unless we
awake inunediately and respond to the great
emergency that is ready to overwhelm us.
The church is in a sleep of carnal security.
Will we awaken, or will we sleep on until
we are doomed to receive of the plagues
with the churches of Babylon? No, God
will have a faithful few who have not bowed
the Imee to the god of Baal. See Matthew
22:14; Testimonies, vol. 5,10,50,136. The
church of God, the remnant, will survive
Satan's final attack that is now in process.
.Listen to God explain our present situation:

"In concluding this narrative, I would
say that we are living in a most solemn
time. In the last vision given me, I was
shown the startling fact that but a small
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portion of those who now profess the truth
will be sanctified by it and be saved. Many
will get above the simplicity of the work.
They will confoun to the world, cherish
idols, and become spiritually dead. The hum-
ble, self-sacrificing followers of Jesus will
pass on to perfection, leaving behind the
indifferent and lovers of the world.

"I was pointed back to ancient Israel.
But two of the adults of the vast army that
left Egypt entered the land of Canaan. Their
dead bodies were strewn in the wilderness
because of their transgressions. Modern Is-
rael are in greater danger of forgetting God
and being led into idolatry than were His
ancient people. Many idols are worshipped,
even by professed Sabbathkeepers. God es-
pecially charged His ancient people to guard
against idolatry, for if they should be led
away from serving the living God, His curse
would rest upon them, while if they would
love Him with all their heart, with all their
soul, and with all their might, He would
abundantly bless them in basket and in
store, and would remove siclmess from the
midst of them." Testimonies, vol. I, 608-
609.
"Could the curtain be rolled back, could

you discern the purposes of God and the
judgments that are about to fall upon a
doomed world, could you see your own
attitude, you would fear and tremble for
your own souls and for the souls of your
fellow men. Earnest prayers of heart-rend-
ing anguish would go up to heaven. You
would weep between the porch and the
altar, confessing your spiritual bllndness and
backsliding." Ibid. vol. 6, 408.

The very last deception is to make of
none effect the testimonies of the Spirit of
God. See Selected Messages, book 1, 48.
This prophecy is now being fulfJ.1led. The
pillars of our faith, so clearly defined by the
pioneers, and our prophet Ellen White, are
being attacked by the liberal theologians
and pastors who seem to have the upper
hand, spewing out a counterfeit gospel to
the destruction of thousands of Seventh-day
Adventists. Again, Inspiration speaks:

"In a representation which passed be-
fore me, I saw a certain work being done by

medical missionary workers. Our minister-
ing hrethrenwere looking on, watching what
was being done, but they did not seem to
understand. The foundation of our faith,
which was established by so much prayer,
such earnest searching of the Scriptures,
was being taken down, pillar by pillar. Our
faith was to have nothing to rest upon-the
sanctuary was gone, the atonement was
gone." Upward Look, 152. See also Select-
ed Messages, book 3, 406.

The overwhelming evidence tells us that
we have come to the very end. Only God
Imows the day and the hour of His coming.
God's people must recognize that this is the
time of which the whole Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy have prophesied-the very end of
the great controversy. Jesus is about to leave
the Most Holy Place, and probation will
soon close.

"It is possible to be a partial, founal
believer, and yet be found wanting and lose
eternal life. It is possible to practice some
of the Bible injunctions and be regarded as
a Christian, and yet perish because you lack
qualifications essential to Christian charac-
ter. If you neglect or treat with indifference
the warnings that God has given, if you
cherish or excuse sin, you are sealing your
soul's destiny. You will be weighed in the
balance and found wanting. Grace, peace,
and pardon will be forever withdrawn; Jesus
will have passed by, never again to come
within reach of your prayers and entreaties.
While mercy lingers, while the Saviour is
making intercession, let us make thorough
work for eternity." Testimonies, vol. 6,405.
"Therefore let US not sleep, as do oth-

ers; but let us watch and be sober." I thessa-
lonians 5:6. See also Luke 21:34; Mark 13:
36; 14:38-39.
May God help us to give the trumpet a

certain sound. The fourth angel of Revela-
tion has returned to give the third angel's
message with power. Let us not keep sleep-
ing the sleep of death. Awaken before it is
too late!

Ron Spear, EDITOR
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Man, by Himself, Is Priced
JOHN the beloved was the disciple who

opened his heart most willingly to Jesus,
who most eagerly watched Jesus' daily

life and absorbed the deep lessons of meek-
ness and humility that lay behind all of His
actions. He grasped most fully the principle
of self-denial, of complete devotion to the
one cause that Jesus' life exemplified. He
began early and continued long to curb his
natural tendencies, to seek to be just like the
One he loved.

Perhaps, if it were not for the writings
of John in which the love of God through
His Son, Jesus, is so beautifully portrayed,
we might still not have an understanding of
the cioseness there can be between the great
and almighty Creator of the universe, and
the little creature, man, to whom He gives
the privilege and honor of calling Him,
"Father." The epistles of John breathe the
spirit of love. It seems as if he wrote with a
pen dipped in love. How thankful we are
for the tender portrayal of this love we so
much need!
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Andwhat of the personality and life of the
one who was able to leave behind for us such
amonumental tribute? Jnspirationhas givenus
many facts thathelp to fill out the biblical story
ofJohn. We know that when Jesus gathered to
Himself twelve, to workwith, and to be taught
of Him, He called James and John, sons of a
fisherman, to follow Him.

James and John were called the "sons
of thunder." The pen of Jnspiration tells us
that John was proud, selfcassertive, ambi-
tious, impetuous, and resentful under in-
jury. He did not naturally possess loveliness
of character. He had an evil temper and was
filled with the desire for revenge and the
spirit of criticism.

When we remember that they wanted
Jesus to give them pennission to call fire
down from heaven to destroy the Samari-
tans, whom they felt had insulted their Mas-
ter, we can very well harmonize this tenn
"sons of thunder" with James and John.
If you and I had been there to look on

as Jesus chose these twelve, knowing the

IHelen Bond I

far-reaching results that depended upon His
choices, I wonder what we would have
thought-and said. Perhaps one of the big-
gest mistakes that we can make as human
beings, is in the mailer of judging character.
We can judge only by outward appear-
ances-by what we see, hear and feel. But
no mailer what psychologically correct de-
ductions we feel we can make from these
outward tokens, we cannot read the heart as
Jesus does. It may not always be the one
who stands high in our estimation as a
candidate for heaven that will prove to pos-
sess such attributes in the last analysis.

We might have despaired for the future
of the church as we looked at John, Peter,
the doubting Thomas, and some of the oth-
ers. And I wonder if the tall, prepossessing
young man carrying the moneybag might
not have impressed us a little better? Now

Helen Bond, a third-generation Adventist, is· a
freelance writer and retired missionary.. She writes
from Paradise, California.



One was the exemplification of true
sanctification; the other possessed only a

form of godliness. So, today, each of us falls
into the category of either John or Judas.

there was a disciple with a commanding
appearance! It did not take long to evaluate
his personality and to tell that he had keen
discernment and executive ability. It showed
in his own self-confident manner, and the
way the other disciples respected him.

We are told that John and Judas are
representatives of those who profess to be
Christ's followers; that they represent to us
the two classes which make up the pro-
fessed people of God. One was the exem-
plification of true sanctification; the other
possessed only a form of godliness. So,
today, each of us falls into the category of
either John or Judas.
Perhaps you are thinking it unfair to

compare anyone who is sincerely trying to
be a Christian, to Judas, but this is a mis-
conception in which can lie great dangers.
So let us consider very seriously what the
differences were in the experiences of these
two. Why did one become truly sanctified
while the other never progressed beyond a
form. of godliness? What is the instruction
and help given us that we might follow
Jesus as did John the Beloved? And what
are the warning signs that wili help keep us
from patterning after the dismal failure of
Judas, the betrayer?
Ifwe can understand, and help others to

understand, this difference in the religious
experience of these two men who .were
chosen at the beginning of Christ's mission,
we may have the answers to those all-
important questions that concern us so ur-
gently now, in the finishing of the task-
How may I make sure of etemallife? How
may I make sure Satan does not prevent me
from attaining sanctification?
Both of these disciples had the same

opportunity to study and follow the Divine
Pattern. Both were closely associated with
Jesus and were privileged to listen to His
teaching. Each possessed serious defects of
character and each had access to the divine
grace that transforms character.

Judas trnly loved the great Teacher and
desired to bewithHim.He felt a real desire to
be changed in character and life, and hoped,
just as you and I, to experience this change
through connecting himselfwith Jesus. When
he came, requesting aplace among the twelve,
Jesus saw that Judas did indeedhave precious
traits ofcharacter thatmightbea blessing tothe
church. Hewas not insensible to the beauty of
the characterofChrist, and, oftenas he listened
to the Saviour's words, convictioncame tohis
heart. Jesus trusted thisman to do the work of
an evangelist He gave him power to heal the
sick and to cast out devils. Judas did believe
Jesus to he theMessiah, and his heart thrilled,
as didthehearts oftheotherdisciples,whenhe

broughtthe sick, the haltand the blind to Jesus
for healing. He too felt the satisfaction that
always comes in service to GOd.

Jesus read the heart of Judas. In con-
necting thisman to Himself, He placed him,
as He did the rest of the twelve, where he
might day by day be brought into contact
with the outflowing of His own unselfish
heart. If he would open his heart to Christ,

divine grace would banish the demon of
selfishness, and he, even Judas, would be-
come a subject of the kingdom of God and
one of the chief disciples.

Both John and Judas coveted the posi-
tion of being closest to Jesus when He
should come into His kingdom. They both
held mistaken ideas about His kingdom-
and their.own relationship to it But beneath
all the thunder in John, Jesus, who looks
upon the heart, discerned an ardent, sincere,
loving, and warm personality. John clung to
Christ as the vine clings to the stately pillar.
He returned the love of Jesus with all the
strength of ardent devotion. It was his love
for Christ which led him always to desire to
be close by His side.

Some of the most important lessous Jesus
found it necessary to teach John, carne about
because of his selfishness and ambition to be
great Jesus knew themotives ofhis heart and
reproved him. Thus John leamed that the Son
ofMan came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister; and that, if one wanted to be first in
thekingdom, hemust in this earthfollow Jesus
in becoming the lowliest in service. He found
that in the Kingdom of God, position is not
gainedby favoritism, noris it receivedthrough
arbitrary bestowal. It is simply a result of
character. The crownand the throne are tokens
ofaconditionatrained, tokensofself-conquest
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
Theywerenot Jesus' to give, butHis Father's.
John did not resent the reproofs which

Jesus gave him. He began to examine his
motives in the tltings he had done. He
acknowledged his errors and accepted the
reproofs. Day by day, in contrast with his
own violent spirit, he beheld the tenderness
and forbearance of Jesus and heard His

lessons of humility and patience. Day by
day his heart was drawn out to
until he lost sight of self in love for his
Master. He saw power-yet tenderness, maj-
esty-yet meekness, strength-yet patience,
in the daily life of the Son of God, and it so
filled his heart with athrriration that he
yielded his. resentfttl, ambitious temper to
the molding power of Christ

These lessons setting forth meekness,
humility, and love as essential to growth in
grace and a fituess in His work, seemed of
the highest value to John. He treasured
every lesson and constantly sought to bring
himself into harmony with the Divine Pat-
tern. John desired to become like Jesus, and
under the transforming influence of the love
of Christ, he did become meek and lowly.
Self was hid in Christ. Above all his com-
panions, John yielded himself to the power
of that wondrous life.
The Saviour loved all the twelve, but

John's was the most receptive spirit He was
younger than the others, and with more of a
child's confiding trust, he opened his heart to
Jesus. Thus he carne mOre and more into
sympathy with Christ, and through him the
Saviour'sdeepestspiritual teachingshavebeen
conununicated to the world. Jesus rebuked
John's self-seeking, disappointed his ambi-
tions, and tested his faith, but John opened his
heart to Jesus, and theMaster was then able to
reveal to him that for whichhis soul longed-
the beauty ofholiness, thetransformingpower
ofGod's love. John knew the Saviour through
an experimental knowledge.HisMaster's les-
sous were graven on his soul. He began to
discern that the glory of Christ was not the
worldly pomp and power for which he had
been taught to hope, but the glory as of "the
ouly begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth." John 1:14. As John testified of the
Saviour's grace, his simple languagewas elo-
quent with the love that pervaded his whole
being.

Long afterward, when he had been
brought into complete sympathy with Christ
through the fellowship of suffering, Jesus
revealed to John what is the condition of
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While Judas also had access to the divine
grace that transforms character, he could

not bring himself to yield his own ideas in order
to receive wisdom from Heaven.

nearness in His kingdom. "To him that
overcometh," Christ said, "willI grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also over-
came, and am set down with my Father in
his throne." Revelation 3:21.

John then understood that the one who
stands nearest to Christ will be he who has
drunkmost deeply ofHis spirit ofself-sacrific-
ing love. The love that "vaunteth not itself, is
not puffedup, ... seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil" (I Corin-

thians 13:4-5)-thiswas the love thatmoved
John, as it moved His Lord, to give all, to
labor and sacrifice-even to death-for the
saving of humanity. Jesus loves those who
represent His Father, and John could talk of
the Father's love as none other of the dis-
ciples could. He revealed that which he felt
inhis ownsoul, representing in his character
the atttibutes of God.

While Judas also had access to the di-
vine grace that transforms character, he could
not briug himself to yield his own ideas in
order to receive wisdom from Heaven. He
had a high opinion of his own qualifica-
tions and looked critically upon all of the
other disciples. They surely would never be
fit to lead out in helping establish the king-
dom of Jesus. Peter was impetuous; John
was a poor financier; Matthew was so par-
ticular in regard to honesty that he could
not be trusted to do sharp, far-seeing busi-
ness. And as to Jesus-why did He dwell so
much upon that which was discouraging?
Why did He constantly predict trial and
persecution for Himself and His disciples?

Judas consideredhimselfto be the capable
one. Inhis own estimation hewas an honor to
the cause, and as such he always represented
himself. While Judas accepted the positionofa
minister of Christ, he did not bting himself
under the divinemolding. He fell that he could
retain his own judgment and opinions, and he
cultivated a spirit of criticism and accusa-
tion. He naturally had a strong love for
money, and he fostered the evil spirit of
avarice until it became the ruling motive in
his life. Tragically, the love of manunon
overbalanced his love for Christ.

Judas was blind to his own weakness of
character, but Jesus placed him where he
would have an opportunity to see and cor-
rect this problem. In ministering to others,
he might have developed an unselfish spirit.
However, while listening daily to the les-
sons of Christ and witnessing His unselfish
life, Judas indulged his own covetous dis-
position. Often when he did a little service
for Christ, or devoted time to religious pur-
poses, he paid himself out of the meager

funds which had been entrusted to his care.
These pretexts served to excuse his actions
in his own eyes, but in God's sight he was a
thief. In becoming the slave of this one
vice, he gave himself to Satan, to be driven
to any lengths in sin.

Christ's oft-repeated statement that His
kingdom was not of this world, offended
Judas. Notwithstanding Jesus' own teach-
ing, he continually advanced the idea that
Christ would reign as king in Jemsalern. At
the feeding of the five thousand, he was the
first to take advantage of the enthusiasm
excited by the miracle of the loaves, and of
fostering the plan to take Christ by force
and make Him king. His hopes were high;
his disappointment bitter. When he finally
began to comprehend that Christ was offer-
ing spiritual, rather than worldly good, that
no honors or high positions were to be
bestowed upon His followers, he determined
not to unite so closely to Christ that he
could not draw away.

Until this time, Judas had not decided
that Jesus was not the Son of God, but he
had questioned this in his own mind. Now
he began subtly to express his doubts and to
confuse the dlsciples. In a very religious,
and apparently clever way, he introduced
controversies and misleading sentiments,
and, while the disciples searched for evi-
dence to confmn the words of the great
Teacher, Judas would lead them impercepti-
bly to another track, attaching to Christ's
words a meaning He had not conveyed. All
the little and large troubles and crosses, the
difficulties and the apparent hindrances to
the gospel, Judas interpreted as evidences

against its truthfulness. Yet all this was
done in such a way as to make it appear that
he was conscientious.

He made no open opposition, nor did he
seem to question the Saviour's lessons. He
madeno outwardmurmur, but inall thatChrist
saidtoHisdisciples, therewas somethingwith
which, in heall, Judas disagreed. The practice
of the truths that Christ taught was at variance
with his desires and purposes.
WhenMary anointed the Saviour's feet,

Judas manifested his covetous disposition,
and when Jesus rebuked him, his very spirit
seemed tnrned to gall. Wounded pride and a
desire for revenge broke down the barriers.
Evil desires, covetousness, revengeful pas-
sions, dark and sullen thoughts were cher-
ished, and Satan gained full control of him.

So, one disciple in humility learns of
Jesus, while the other reveals that he is not
a doer of the Word, but a hearer ouly. One,
dying daily to self and overcoming sin, is
being sanctified through the truth. The other,
resisting the transforming power of grace
and indulging selfish desires, is brought
into bondage to Satan.

John and Judas started their walks with
Jesus with equal advantages and disadvan-
tages. One became known as the "beloved
disciple"-the other as the "betrayer of the
Son of God."

Wemayaskourselvesthequestion-Could
Jesoo heve loved Judas as much as He loved
John? It is interesting to note that even though
Judas betrayed Jesoo, it did not alter Jesus'
attitudetowardhim. Oneofthemostwonderful
records is thatofJesus calling Judas "friend" at
the time of the betrayalldss.

In the judgment hall when Judas cast
himself at Jesus' feet, acknowledging Him to
be the Son of God, and entreating Him to
deliver Himself, Jesoo did not reproach him.
He knew that Judas had not repented, that his
confessionwas forced from his guilty soul by
an awful sense of condemnation and a fearful
looking for ofjudgment,butthathe feltne deep
griefforbetraying the spotless SonofGod. Yet
Jesoo spokenowords nfcondemnation. illpity,
even then, He showed His love and forbear-
ance by stating simply, "For this hour came I
into the world."

It was this love of Jesus, in spite of
what Judas had done, that made it impos-
sible for him to live with himself. It is a
terrible thing to betray someone, and then
to receive nothing but love in return. From
such treatment can come forth ouly unbear-
able self-contempt. Itwas this self-contempt
on the pall of Judas that led him to suicide.
Jesus' love toward Judas, however, was
unchanged. You may be sure that Jesus felt
great sadness at the death of Judas.
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Every defect in the moral character
must first be remedied, every stain

removed by the cleansing blood of Christ,
and all the unlovely, unloveable traits of
character overcome.

It is no part of Christ's mission to compel
men to receive Him. It is Satan, and men
actuated by his spirit, who seek to compel the
conscience. Under apretense of zeal for right-
eousness, men who are confederate with evil
angels sometimes bring suffering upon their
fellow men in order to convert them to their
owu ideas ofreligion, but Christ is ever show-
ingmercy, ever seeking towinby reveallug His
love. He can admit no rival in the soul, nor
accept of partial service, but He asks only for
voluntary service, the willing surrender of the
heart.

Our love for the little newborn baby in
our home is not dependent upon his unde-
veloped capacity to return our love. Instead,
we cultivate and draw his love by demon-
strations of our delight in him. Nor would it
enter our hearts to try to force him to love
us. His response grows gradually as he
senses that we love him. Just so, the depth
and fervor of John's affection for his Mas-
ter was not the cause of Christ's love, but
only the effect of it; whereas, Judas never
came to the point of surrendering himself
fully to Christ. He would not give up his
worldly ambition or his love ofmoney. Yes,
Jesus loved Judas more than enough. There
was not the least excuse for his failure.

Still, as of old, man by himself is priced.
For thirty pieces Judas sold himself,
not Christ.

"It should be a subject of thought, of
study, and earnest inquiry, What shall we do
to be saved? What shall be our conduct that
we may show ourselves approved unto God?
... Shall I stand without fault before the
throne of God? Only the faultless will be
there. None will be translated to heaven
while their hearts are filled with the rubbish
of earth. Every defect in the moral character
must first be remedied, every stain removed
by the cleansing blood of Christ, and all the
unlovely, unloveable traits of character over-
come." Testimonies, vol. 1, 705. "When
Christ shall appear, it will not be to correct
these evils and then give a moral fitness for
His coming. This preparation must all be
made before He comes." Ibid.

"A heavenly character must be acquired
upon earth ... or you will never possess it;
therefore you should engage at once in the
work which you have to do. You should
labor earnestly to obtain a fitness for
heaven." Testimonies, vol. 2,430.

" 'This is thewill ofGod,' the apostle Paul
wrote, 'even your sanctification.' I Thessalo-
nians 4:3. The sanctification of the church is
God's object in all His dealings with His
people. Hehas chosen themfrom etemity, that

theymight beholy. He gaveHis Son to die for
them, that they might be sanctified through
obedience to the truth, divested of all the
littleness of self. From them He requires a
personalwork, apersonal surrender." TheActs
ofthe Apostles, 559.

The reason why many in this age of the
worldmakenogreat advancement inthedivine
life is because they interpret the will ofGod to
be justwhat they will to do. Thosewhowould
gain the blessing of sanctification must learn
the meaning of self-sacrifice. The directions
laid dowu in the Word of God leave no room
for compromise with evil. His chiJdren must
follow where He has led the way, at whatever
sacrifice of ease or selfish indulgence, atwhat-
ever cost of labor or suffering. They must
maintain a constant battle with self. "Put your
willonthe sideofChrist.Will to serveHim,and
in acting upon His Word you will receive
strength." The Ministry ofHealing, 85.
John did not teach that salvation was to

be earned by obedience, but that obedience
is the fruit of faith and love. The Lord
would have all His children happy, peace-
ful, obedient. Through faith every deficiency
of character may be supplied, every defile-
ment cleansed, every fault corrected, every
excellence developed.

"Whatever may be the evil practice, the
master passion which through long indul-
gence binds both soul and body, Christ is
able and longs to deliver. He will impart life
to the soul that is 'dead in trespasses.'
Ephesians 2: 1. He will set free the captive
that is held by weakness and misfortune and
the chains of sin." The Ministry ofHealing,

85. Your sins may be as mountains before
you, but if you humble your heart and
conIess your sins, trusring in the merits of a
risen Saviour, He will forgive and will
cleanse you from all unrighteousness.

ButGoddemandsofyouentireconIonnity
to His law. Let us not refuse Him that which,
though it cannotbegivenwithmerit, yet cannot
bedeniedwithoutruin. Herequires thehomage
of a sanctified heart which has prepared itself
by the exercise of the faith that works by love
to serve Him. He asks for a whole heart. Give

it to Him. It is His-both by creation and by
redemption. He asks for your intellect. Give it
to Him; it is His. He asks for yourmoney. Give
it to Him; it is His. Ye are not your own, for ye
areboughtwithaprice. See I Corinthians 6:20.
Desire the fullness of the grace of Christ Let
your heart be filledwithan intense longing for
His righteousness. This is the will of God
concerning you, even your sanctification. Is it
yourwill also? Orwill youbesatistiedwith the
mere form of godliness?

Are you one of the professed followers
of Christ who is not a doer of the Word, but
a hearer only? Or are you yielding yourself
to the molding power of Christ and seeking
to bring yourself into hannony with the
Divine Pattern? Are you opening your owu
heart to the transforming power of the gos-
pel, dying daily to self and overcoming sin,
or is the practice of truth at variance with
your desires and purposes?

Are you so self-confident, so critical that
you carmot bring yourself to yield your ideas,
your judgment, your opinions, in order to
receivewisdomfromHeaven? Ordo youknow
the meek and mild Jesus by an experimental
knowledge, accepting reproof, conIessingyour
sins, asking for forgiveness?

Are you resisting that transforming
power of grace, so that the love of even just
one sin may overbalance your love for
Christ? Or do you greatly value the lessons
of meekness and humility that He seeks to
teach you? Is your faith in the promises of
Jesus, your determination to act upon His
Word, strong and firm? And do you believe
that as you act upon His Word you will

receive strength to overcome, or are you
waiting for some miracle to remove your
defects and stains of sin?

Can you talk of Jesus' love as did
John because you know Him as a per-
sonal friend? Or do you become strangely
uncomfortable if someone speaks to you
of God in a very personal way? Is it
possible that, though you know how to
debate and sermonize, you have only a
religion of arguments and ideas-a reli-

Continued on 30
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The editors serui forth this article with
thedesiT!! that itwill bringout the
BeT!!an T!!spon:;eofsearching the Scriptu7!!S
daily with ail T!!atliness of mirui to prove
whether these things are so. See Acts 17:11.
lWih our T!!atlers, we also 100kforwllTdto
an even cle=r understanding of Bible
prophecyas the scroll ofworld events con-
tinues to unrolL

-EDITORS

1]HE central doctrine of the Reforma-tion was the doctrine of justification
by faith. Yet, there were differences

ofopinion among the Reformers on the part
that good works shonld play in the role of
salvation. InLuther's eagerness to establish
the doctrineofjustificationby faith, insteadof
by works, he downgraded good works to

sometlring that became like an appendix to a
book Goodworks only came into the picture
after salvation became an established fact. In
other words, Luther.was primarily interested
in the fOigiveness of sins-rather than free-
domftomsinning.His theology addressed the
problem of guilt-rather than the problem. of
pollution. This unfortunate belief creates an
apparent imbalance between that which God
does for IIU1Jl and that whichHe does inman
which, tragically, bas led to a faith wi1hout
works. See James 2:20. The plan ofsalvation
is riot fuith without works, orevenfaith in our
own merited works, but a fuith which works.
Faith inwhat Christbas done for US and faith
inwhatChristdoes in us are inseparable. See
Philippians 2:13; 2Corillthians3:5; Galatians
5:6; Ephesians 3:20,Colossians 1:29. All em-
pbasissuppliedunless otherwise noted.

Another unfortunate view held by many
of the Reformers concerned the relationship
between church and state. Luther SaW the
church as an extention of society, rather
than simply as an element within sodety.
Luther faced a dilemma, namely, the dilem-
ma of wanting both a confessional church
based on petsonal faith and conviction, and
a regional Church to be attended in a given
locality. In other words, was the church a
community of experiential believers, or a
fellowship territorially? Was the churchCor-
pus Christi, the bodY of Christ, consisting
unIy of believing folks, or Corpus Chris-
tianum, the body of a "christened" society?
When the Reformers began to favor

Christendom over Christ-that is, a church
embracing society Clver a church of pro-
fessed believers-then a group of sincere
Christians led in a movement of reform
within the Reformation. They believed in
sanctification as part of the gospel,; and
believed in the separation of church and
state. They were in turn persecuted by the
Reformers for holding such convictions.
What many fail to understand is that the

Christian faith is not here to create cnl-
tures-but to influence them. Christians are
"in the world but not of the world." They
are to be the "salt of the ear!h"-not reli-
gio-politica1 oppressors. The early Chris-
tians knew that although Jesus is the Sav-
iour of "all·men,.. He, as Saviour, bestows
eternal life to them that believe. The Chris-
tian faith is not a saving faith to those who
are merely born-but to those who are re-
born.
The failure of the Church of Rome to

grasp the New Testament teaching concern-
ing the nature of God's church led to the
original "fall" ofChristendom. As Panl said,
"Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that dsy shall not come, except there come
a falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealed, the son ofperdition." 2 Thessa1o-
nians 2:3.
The "fall" of the Church of Rome in

making "war with the saints, and to over-
come them" (Revelation 13:7) by her adnl-
tetOus marriage with the state, was just as
fraught with evil consequences as was the
"fall" in Eden. And just as a rebitth experi-
ence was necessary after the fall of Adsm
and Eve, so too did the fall of the Church of
Rome necessitate a new creation within
Christendom, namely, the Reformation. But,
tragically, even the Reformers fell into un-
holy matrimony by uniting the church with
the state. Consequently, the churchhad twice
fallen as a resnlt ofmisunderstanding what
the relationship between church and state
shonld be. A "fall" is a very serious thing
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T he "fallen" Church of Rome claims that two
swords belonged to Peter. One was at his

command, and the other was in his hand. The
first was spiritual; the second was material.

fora church, but once again we stand on
the threshold of Protestants in America re-
peating the same mistake-for a third time
in the history of Christiandom.
When Peter drew his sword and cut off

the ear of the high priest's servant, Jesus
clearly said, "Put up again thy sword into
his place: for all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou
that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he
shall presently give me more than twelve
legions of angels?" Matthew 26:52-53. The
"fallen" churches conveniently forget that
Jesus was displeased by Peter's rash act-
drawing the sword of steel. In fact, Jesus
stooped down to repair the damage which
had been inflicted by Peter.

The "fallen" Church of Rome claims
that two swords belonged to Peter. Qne was
at his command, and the other was in his
hand. The first was spiritual; the second
was material. The former belongs to the
priest; the latter to the soldier, while both
do the bidding of the church. But such an
arrangement declares Jesus to be wrong-
and Peter to be right. Qh, how indeed, has
the church "fallen!"

The sword of steel, at the command of
the priest, was an instrument of coercion.
The Church of the Middle Ages was not a
gathering of believers joined in voluntary
association. It was a church of the masses
brought together and held together by the
sword of steel-the symbol of coercion.
The official doctrine of the Church of Rome
as declared by Pope Pelagius in A.D. 553
was: "Unto the coercing of heretics and
schismatics the Church possesses the secu-
lar arm, to coerce in "case men cannot be
brought to sanity by reasonable argument."
Leonard Verduin, The Reformers and Their
Stepchildren, 71.

When popes, priests, or pastors instigate
the use of the secular arm in order to
murder dissenters, they are no more inno-
cent than were the Jewish leaders who re-
frained from going into the house of Pilate
lest they be defiled, while they delivered
Jesus up to be crucified. So. it will be in
these last days-the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus will be brought into the judgment to
witness against those who use the arm of
the state to persecute the innocent.

History attests that the union of church
and state is a choiceless Christianity-an
optionless society-which is as totalitarian
as the communistic government of Stalin's
Russia. From the time that Cain slew his
brother Abel, religious intolerance, or "holy"
hatred, has left its evil imprint on the pages
of human history. However, the good news
is that this religious intolerance will come

to an end. The devil, demons, false proph-
ets, and the false shepherds will not have
the last word. Truth will triumph! Then,
once again, the universe will harmoniously
pulsate with love, joy, peace, truth, and
adoration toward God alone.
While Revelation chapter seventeen de-

scribes the fmishing touches of the New
World Order of Church and State, it also

describes its eventual demise. Let us now
take a look at these fmal movements:

In this vision, John sees a harlot sitting on
many waters. See Revelation 17:1. In Bible
prophecy a "woman" represents a church. See
Revelation 12:17. If it is a pure woman, it is
God's true church, but a "harlot" represents an
apostate church. This harlot church is amother,
hnplying that she has daughters that have
joined in her apostasy.

This harlot is also said to represent that
"great city" which reigns over the kings ofthe
eatth. SeeRevelation 17:18. Ifwe can identify
the city, we can identify the harlot church.

The harlot is that "great city" that sits
on "seven mountains" (verse 9), upon a
scarlet beast (verse 3), and upon many wa-
ters (verse I). The city famous for sitting on
seven mountains is Rome. Papal Rome is
that great city, sitting on seven mountains,
that reigned over the kings or Europe dur-
ing the Dark Ages. However, Inspiration
predicts that that "great city" will again
reign over the kings of the earth.

To reign over the kings of the eatth, this
apostate churchmustpossess, or control, polit-
ical power. In Bible prophecy, a beast repre-
sellts a political power. See Daniel 7:17. The
harlot riding uponascarletbeastrepresents the
Papacy's rise to political power.

She also sits on many waters. In Bible
prophecy, "waters" represent "peoples, mu1-
titudes, and nations, and tongues." Revela-
tion 17:15. In Revelation thirteen, this situ-
ation was described as the whole world
wondering after the first beast, the Papacy.
See Revelation 13:3, 8.
In summary: the harlot sits on seven

mountains, representing her location in
Rome; she sits on abeast,representing her

rise as a political force; and she sits on
many waters, representing the support of
the multitudes of the earth.

The beast that the harlot is riding upon is
described as having seven heads. The seven
heads are said to represent seven mountains
andsevenkings. SeeRevelation 17:9-10. The
sevenmountains represent the location of that
"great city," Rome. However, the sevenheads

also represent seven kings or kingdoms. See
Revelation 17:10-11.

InRevelation thitteen these kingdomsrefer
to the seven world powers, beginning with
Babylon. The first six are: Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, Rome, the Papacy, and the
United States. As we continue this study, I
believe that evidence points to the United
Nations as the seventh head or world power.

I. Babylon (605-539 B.C.)
2. Medo-Persia (539-331 B.c.)
3. Greece (331-168 B.C.)
4. Rome (168 B.C.-A.D. 476)
5. Papacy (A.D. 538-1798)
6. United States (A.D. 1776-Present)
7. United Nations (A.D. 1945-Present)
In addition to these seven heads, we

also saw the Eighth Head-the Papacy after
regaining her lost supremacy.

When John saw this vision, five of these
kingdoms had already fallen. Of course, they
fell intheorderthat theyconsecutively reigned.
Johnwascatried forward inthis visionto atime
.when Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome,
and the Papacy would have already fallen.
Therefore, Johnwas taken forward to the time
when the Papacy fell in A.D. 1798.

InRevelation chapter thirteen, John saw
a second beast arise from the earth while
the fIrst beast was taken "into captivity" and
received its deadly wound. See Revelation
13:3, 11. While Napoleon's general cap-
tured the pope and placed him in captivity
in A.D. 1798, John saw America rise to
prominence. Therefore, he says, "five· are
fallen" (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece,
Rome, and the Papacy), "one is" (the Unit-
ed States), "and the other has not yet come"
(the United Nations). Revelation 17:10.

Continued on 31
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Preparation for the Camp Meeting
ODR annual camp meetings are of

great importance, and all who pos-
sibly can should attend them. They

should feel that the Lord requires this of
them. IfGod's people neglect the privileges
which He has provided for them to become
strong in Him, they will grow weaker and
weaker and have less and less desire to
consecrate all to Him. The object of these
holy convocation meetings is that the breth-
ren may be separated from business cares
and burdens, and devote a few days exclu-
sively to seeking the Lord. But some of
these meetings are far from being what the
Lord designed they should be. The people
come unprepared for the visitation of God's
Holy Spirit. Generally the sisters devote
considerable thne before the meeting to the
preparation of garments for the outward
adorning, while they entirely forget the in-
ward adorning which is in the sight of God
of great price. There is also much thne
spent in needless cooking, in the prepara-
tion of rich pies and cakes and other articles
of food that do positive injury to those who
partake of them. Should our sisters provide
good bread and some other healthful kinds

of food, both they and their families wonld
be better prepared to appreciate the words
of life, and far more snsceptible to the
influence of the Holy Spirit.
Often the stomach is overburdened with

food which is seldom as plain and simple as
that eaten at home, where the amount of
exercise taken is double or treble. This
causes the mind to be in snch a lethargy that
it is difficult to appreciate eternal things,
and the meeting closes, and they are disap-
pointed in not having enjoyed more of the
Spirit of God.

While preparing for the meeting, each
individual should closely and critically exam-
ine his own heart before God. If there have
been unpleasant feelings, discord, or strife in
families, it should be one of the frrst acts of
preparation to confess these faults one to
another and pray with and for one another.
Humble yourselves before God, and make an
eamest effort to empty the soul temple of all
rnbbish-all envyings, all jealousies, all suspi-
cions, all faultfindings. "Cleanse your hands,
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double
minded. Beafflicted, andmoum, andweep: let
your laughter be turned tomounting, andyour

joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up."
James 4:8-10.

The Lord speaks; enter into your closet,
and in silence CommlUIe with your own heart;
listen to the voice of truth and conscience.
Nothing will give such clear views of self as
secret prayer. He who seeth in secret and
knoweth all things, will enlighten your under-
standing and answer your petitions. Plain,
simple duties that must not be neglected will
openbeforeyou. Make acovenantwithGod to
yield yourselves and all your powers to His
service. Do not carry this undone work to the
camp meeting. If it is not done at home, your
own soul will suffer, and others will be greatly
injured by your coldness, your stupor, your
spiritual lethargy.

The words of the prophet .Ezekiel are
applicable to the people who profess the
truth at this time: "Son of man, these men
have set up their idols in their heart, and put
the sturnblingblock of their iniqulty before
their face: should I be inquired of at all by
them? Therefore speak unto them, and say
unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every
man of the house of Israel that setteth up
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Pray three times a day, and like Jacob be
importunate. At home is the place to fmd

Jesus; then takeHimwith you to the meeting, and
how precious 'Will be the hours you spend there!

his idols in his heart, and putteth the stum-
blingblock of his iniquity before his face,
and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will
answer him that cometh according to the
multitude of his idols." Ezekiel 14:3-4.
Ifwe love the things ofthe world andhave

pleasure inuutighteousness, orfellowshipwith
the unfruitful works of darkness, we have put
the stumbling block of our iniquity before our
face, and have set up idols in our heart. And
unless by determinedeffortwe put them away,
we shali never be acknowledged as the sons
and daughters of God.
Here is a work for families to engage in

beforecomingup toourholy convocations. Let
the preparation for eating and dressing be a
secondary matter, but let deep heart searching
commence athome. Pray three times aday, and
like Jacobbe importunate. Athome is theplace
to find Jesus; then take Him with you to the
meeting, and how precious will be the hours
you spend there! But how can you expect to
feel the presence oftheLordand seeHis power
displayed, when the individual work ofprepa-
ration for that time is neglected?

Foryoursoui's sake, and for Cinist's sake,
and for the sake ofothers, work at home. Pray
as youarenot accustomed to pray. Let the heart
hreal< before God. Set your house in order.
Prepare your children for the occasion. Teach
themthat it is not ofsomuch consequence that
they appearwithfine clothes as that they appear
before God with clean hands and pure hearts.
Remove every obstacle that may have been in
theirway-ali differences thatmayhave exist-
ed between themselves, or between you and
them. By so doing you will invite the Lord's
presence intoyourhomes, andholyangels will
attend you as you go up to the meeting, and
their light and presence will press back the
darkness ofevil angels. Even unbelievers will
feel the holy atmosphere as they enter the
encampment. Oh, howmuch is lostbyneglect-
ing this important world You may be pleased
with thepreaching, youmaybecome animated
and revived, but the converting, refornting
power ofGod will not be felt in the heart, and
the work will not be so deep, thorough, and
lasting as it should be. Let pride be crucified,
and the soul be clad with the priceless robe of
Christ'srighteousness, andwhat ameetingyou
will enjoy! It will be to your soul even as the
gate of heaven.
The same work of hwuiliation and heart

searching should also go on in the church,
so that all differences and alienations among
brethren may be laid aside before appearing
before the Lord at these armual gatherings.
Set about this work in earnest, and rest not
until it is accomplished; for if you come up
to the meeting with your doubts, your mur-
murings, your disputings, you bring evil

angels into the camp, and carry darkness
wherever you go.

Because this preparationis neglected, these
yearly meetings have accomplished bnt little.
Theministers are seldomprepared to labor for
God. Therearemanyspeakers-thosewho can
say sharp, craul, things, going out oftheir way
to whip otherchurchesandridicule theirfaith-
but there are bnt few earnest laborers for God.

These sharp, self-impottant speakers, profess
to have truth in advance ofevery other people,
but their manner of labor and their religious
zeal innoway correspondwith theirprofession
of faith.
I looked to see the humility of soul that

should ever sit as a fitting gannent upon our
ministers, but itwasnotuponthem. Ilookedfor
the deep love for souls that theMaster said they
shouldpossess, butthey had itnot. I listenedfor
the eamest prayers offered with tears and
anguish of soul because of the impenitent and
unbelieving in their own homes and in the
church, but heard them not. I listened for the
appeals made in the demonstration of the
Spirit, but these weremissing. I looked for the
burden bearers who in such a time as this
should be weeping between the porch and the
altar, crying, Spare thy people, Lord, and give
not thine heritage to reproach; but I heard no
suchsupplications. Afew eamesthumble ones
were seeking the Lord. At some of these
meetings one or twoministers felt the burden,
and were weighed down as a cart beneath
sheaves. But a large majority of the ministers
had no more sense of the sacredness of their
work than children.

These yearly gatherings should be meet-
ings of eamest labor. Ministers should seek
a heart preparation before entering upon the
work of helping others, for the people are
far in advance of many of the ministers.
They should untiringly wrestle in prayer
until the Lord blesses them. When the love
of God is burning on the altar of their
hearts, they will not preach to exhibit their
own smartness, but to present Clitist who
taketh away the sins of the world.

In the early church, Christianity was
taught in its purity; its precepts were given

by the voice of Inspiration; its ordinances
were uncorrupted by the device of men.
The church revealed the spirit of Christ,
and appeared beautiful in its simplicity. Its
adoming was the holy principles and exem-
plary lives of its members. Multitndes were
won to Christ, not by display or learning,
but by the power of God which attended the
plain preaching ofHis Word. But the church

has become corrupt. And now there is great-
er necessity than ever that ministers should
be charmels of light.

There are many flippant talkers of Bible
ttuth, whose souls are as barren of the Spirit
of God as were the hills of Gilboa of dew
and rain. But what we need is men who are
thoroughly converted themselves, and can
teach others how to give their hearts to
God. The power of godliness has almost
ceased to be in our churches. And why is
this? The Lord is still waiting to be gra-
cious; He has not closed the windows of
Heaven. We have separated ourselves from
Him. We need to fIx the eye of faith upon
the cross, and believe that Jesus is our
strength, our salvation.

As we see so little burden of the work
resting upon ministers and people, we in-
quire, When the Lord comes, shall He find
faith on the earth? It is faith that is lacking.
God has an abundance of grace and power
awaiting our demand. But the reason we do
not feel our great need of it is because we
look to ourselves and not to Jesus. We do
not exalt Jesus and rely wholly upon His
merits.

Would that I could impress upon minis-
ters and people the necessity of a deeper
work of grace in the heart, and more thor-
ough preparation to enter into the spirit and
labor of our camp meetings, that they may
receive the greatest possible benefit from
the meeting. These yearly gatherings may
be seasons of special blessing, or they may
be a great injury to spiritnality. Which shali
they be to you, dear reader? It remains for
each to decide for himself. 0

Review and Herald, August 15, 1882

JlUle 1996 Our Firm Foundation 11



The editors send forth this article with
the desire that it will serve to bring out the
Berean response ofsearching the Scriptures
daily with all readiness of mind to prove
whether these things are so. See Acts 17:11.
With our readers, we also look forward to
an even clearer understanding of Bible
prophecy as the scroll ofworld events con-
tinues to unroll.

-EDITORS

H E shall enter also into the glorious
land, and many countries shall be
overthrown: but these shall escape

out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab,
and the chief of the children of Ammon."
Daniel 11:41.

In previous articles ofthis series, we have
identified the king of the north as the Papacy. I
am convicted that Daliel 11:41 identifies the
next spiritnal area of conquest for the king of
the north as the "glorious land." The word
translated as "glorious" is defined in Strong S
Concordance as, "in the sense ofprominence;
splendor (as conspicuous), beautiful, goodly."

In agreement with the above defInition
this word is sometimes translated as "good-
ly." At times it is used to describe ancient

Palestine, ancient Israel's Land of Promise
that "flowed with milk and honey." This
was the land which Moses so ardently longed
to enter-yet was forbidden.

"1pray thee, let me go over, and see the
good land that is beyond Jordan, that good-
ly monntain, and Lebanon." Deuteronomy
3:25. All emphasis snpplied unless other-
wise noted.

'The great Ruler of nations had declared
thatMoses wasnot to lead the congregationof
Israel into the goodly land, and the eamest
pleading of God's servant could not secure a
reversing of His sentence. He knew that he
must die. Yet he had not for a moment
faltered inhis care for Israel. Hehad faithful-
ly sought to prepare the congregation to
enter upon the promised inheritance." Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, 469.

The goodly land was a "promised inher-
itance," designed to fulfill a specific pur-
pose for ancient Israel.

"In Egypt their taste had become per-
verted. God designed to restore their appe-
tite to a pure, healthy state, in order that
they might enjoy the simple fruits that were
given to Adam and Eve in Eden. He was
about to establish them in a second Eden, a

goodly land, where they might enjoy the
fruits and grains that He would provide for
them. He purposed to remove the feverish
diet upon which they had subsisted in Egypt;
for He wished them to be in perfect health
and soundness when they entered the good-
ly land to which He was leading them, so
that the surrounding heathen nations
might be constrained to glorify the God
of Israel, the God who had done so won-
derful a work for His people. Uuless the
people who acknowledged Him as the God
of heaven were in perfect soundness of
health, His name could not be glorified."
The Seventh-daY Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. I, 1102.

"God's law must be exalted,His authority
maintaioed; and to the house of Israel was
given this greatandnoblework. Godseparated
themfrom the world, thatHemight commit to
them a sacred trust. He made them the
depositories of His law, and He purposed
through them to preserve among men the
knowledge of Himself. Thus the light of
Heavenwas to shineoutto aworld enshrouded
in darkness, and a voice was to be heard
appealiug toallpeoples to tumfrom idolatry to
serve the living God.

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=======1Jeff Pippenger1========
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This central location facilitated Israel's ease of
interaction with mankind as they sought to

"preserve among men the knowledge ofHimself."
God "purposed" to raise up a "favored nation,"
who would be the "depositories of His law."

" 'With great power, and with a mighty
hand,' (Exodus 32:11) God brought His
chosen people out of the land of Egypt. 'He
sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom
he had chosen. They shewed his signs among
them, and wonders in the land ofHam.' 'He
rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried
up: so he led them through the depths.'
Psahns 105:26-27; 106:9. He rescued them
from their servile state, that He might bring
them to a good land, a land which in His
providence He had prepared for them as
a refuge from their enemies. He would
bring them to Himself and encircle them in
His everlasting arms; and in return for His
goodness and mercy they were to exalt
His name and make it glorious in the earth.
" 'The loRD'S portion is his people; Jacob

is the lot ofhis inheritance. He found him in a
desert land, and in the waste howling wilder-
ness; he led him about, he instructed him, he
kept him as the apple of his eye. As an eagle
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,
spreadethabroadherwings, taketh them, bear-
eth them on her wings: so the LoRD alone did
lead him, and there was no strange god with
him.' Deuteronomy32:9-12.ThusHebrought
the Israelites unto Himself, that they might
dwell as under the shadow of the Most
High. Miraculously preserved from the perils
ofthewildernesswandering, they were finally
established in the Land of Promise as a
favored nation." Prophets andKings, 16-17.

Palestine was "designed" by the Lord as
a fertile and prosperous land, capable of
easily supplying all the temporal needs of
ancient Israel. The Lord included in His
providential design Palestine's location at
the crossroads of the ancient world. This
central location facilitated Israel's ease of
interaction with mankind as they sought to
"preserve among men the knowledge of
Himself." God "purposed" to raise up' a
"favored nation," who would be the "de-
positories of His law." If they would have
upheld the tenus of the "sacred trust," they
would have exalted "His name" and made
"it glorious in the earth." To accommodate
this holy purpose, He designed a special
land of prosperity, divinely located on cen-
ter stage in the theater of the world. The
defmition of the word "glorious" aptly de-
scribes Palestine and its purpose, in the
sense of its prominence and beauty.

Daniel and the Glorions Land
Daniel speaks of "the glorious land"

twice in chapter 11. He first mentions Utis
land in Daniel 11 :16:
"But he that cometh against him shall

do according to his own will, and none

shall stand before him: and he shall stand in
the glorious land, which by his hand shall
be consumed."
Urish Smith, commenting on this verse

states, "After putting ,an end to the'war,
Pompey demolished the walls of Jerusalem,
transferred several cities from the jurisdic-
tion of Judea to that of Syria, and imposed
tribute on the Jews. For the first time Jeru-
salem was by conqnest placed in the hands
of Rome, that power which was to hold
the 'glorious land' in its iron grasp till it

had utterly consumed it." Daniel and the
Revelation, 247.
Urish Smith, and other Adventist pio-

neers, correctly viewed Daniel 11:16 as de-
scribing pagan Rome's conquest of "the
glorious land" of ancient Palestine. Pagan
Rome's invasion and victory is prophetical-
ly illustrated by the symbolic use of the
word "hand."

The "hand" is used prophetically to iden-
tify forced subjection. This symbol of sub-
jection can describe either a literal or spiri-
tual subjection, depending upon the context.
Understanding the symbolic meaning of
"hand" as force, identifies how the mark of
the beast will be applied. InDaniel 11:41,
we see papal Rome spiritually conquering
the glorious land of the United States in
connection with a description of those who
escape his "hand." We will lookmore closely
at the prophetic use of the word "hand" in
our next article.
Daniel 11:16 portrays ancient Palestine

being literally invaded, as ancient Israel was
literally conquered by pagan Rome. Daniel
portrays pagan Rome as "standing" in Pal-
estine, for pagan ROllJ..e literally conquered
the land. InDaniel 11:41 papal Rome spiri-
tually conquers. the modem glorious land,
and as it does so, it is portrayed as "enter-
ing" that land--not standing in it. The glo-
rious land of ancient Israel was literally
conquered by pagan Rome, but the glorious
land for modem Israel will be spiritually
conquered by papal Rome.
SisterWhite counsels that "all the expe-

rience" of ancient Israel has important les-

sons which modern Israel should "carefully
consider."

Ancient and Modem
"AlltheexperienceofIsrael has a lesson

for ns, who are living in the last hours oftime.
We should carefully consider their course of
action and the dealings of God with them,
and then imitate their vittues, while we shun
those acts which brought upon themHis dis-
pleasure. ThismightyGodofIsrael isourGod.

In Him we may trust,. and if we obey His
requirements Hewill work for us in as signal
a manner as He did for His ancient people.
Itshouldbethemost earnest study and contin-
ual effortofmodemIsrael tobring themselves
intocloseand intimate relationshipwithGod."
The Signs ofthe Times, November 11, 1880.
"I was pointed back to ancient Israel.

But two of the adults of the vast army that left
Egypt entered the land ofCanaan. Their dead
bodies were strewn in the wilderness because
oftheir transgressions. Modern Israel are in
greater danger of forgetting God and being
led into idolatry thanwere His ancient peo-
ple." Testimonies, vol. 1,609.
"Conviction and thorough repentance

was required of ancient Israel in order to
meet the standard of God. No less does
God require of His people in our day.
There must be gennine heart work in repen-
tance and humiliation, in order to come
under this covenant care, and protecting
love of God. Umuistakable evidence is giv"
en that God is a jealous God, and that He
will require of modern Israel as He did
of ancient Israel, that they obey His law.
For all who live upon the earth is this
sacred history traced by the pen of Inspi-
ration." The Signs of the Times, May 27,
1880.
"For forty years did unbelief, murmur-

ing, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel
from the land of Canaan. The same sins
have delayed the entrance of modern Israel
into the heaveuly Canaan. In neither case
were the promises of God at fault. It is the
unbelief, .the worldliness, unconsecration,
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Lord has done more for the United
.1. States than for any other country upon
which the sun shines. Here He provided an
asylum for His people, where they could worship
Him according to the dictates of conscience.

and strife among the Lord's professed peo-
ple that have kept ns in this world of sin
and sorrow so many years." Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 69.

When Sister White states, "the experi-
ence oflsrael has a lesson for us," and that
"this sacred history" has been "traced" for
"all who live upon the earth," she recogniz-
es the Land of Promise as an important
part of the parallel between ancient and
modem Israel.

Carefully consider the next quotation.
While primarlly addressing the United States,
Sister White first quotes Jeremiah 3:18-19.
This verse specifically refers to ancient Pal-
estine as "the land" which Israel had been
"given for an inheritance." Sister White
then identifies a specific favored land which
has been divinely provided-for modem
Israel:

" 'In those days the house of Judah
shall walk with the house of Israel, and they
shall come together ont of the land of the
north to the land that I have given for an
inheritance unto your fathers. But I said,
How shall I put thee among the children,
and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly
heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said,
Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not
turn away from me.' Jeremiah 3:18-19.

"When the land which the Lord pro-
vided as an asylum for His people, that
they might worship Him according to the
dictates of their own consciences, the land
over which for long years the shield of
Omnipotence has been spread, the land
which God has favored by making it the
depository of the pure religion of
Christ-when that land shall, through its
legislators, abjure the principles of Protes-
tantism, and give countenance to Romish
apostasy in tampering with God's law-it is
then that the final work of the man of sin
will be revealed." Signs of the Times, June
12, 1893.

We noticed earlier that God's promise
to ancient Israel was "that they might dwell
as under the shadow of the Most High" as
He "encircled them in His everlasting arms."
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For modem Israel, the United States is "the
land" which was provided as an "asylum
for His people." It is "the land" which has
been "favored" by "the shield of Omnipo-
tence." Sister White specifies "the land"
four times in this passage, accentuating the
geographical aspect of the United States.
The United States was "designed" by God
to accomplish the same purpose for modem
Israel as did Palestine for ancient Israel,
providing God's people with many spiritnal

and secular advantages in order to accom-
plish God's mission on earth.

"The Lord has done more for the Unit-
ed States than for any other country upon
which the sun shines. Here He provided an
asylum for His people, where they could
worship Him according to the dictates of
conscience. Here Christianity has progressed
in its purity. The life-giving doctrine of the
one Mediator between God and man has
been freely taught. God designed that this
country should ever remain free for all
people to worship Him in accordance with
the dictates of conscience. He designed that
its civil institutions, in their expansive pro-
ductions, should represent the freedom of
gospel privileges." Maranatha, 193.

"The United States is a land that has
been under the special shield of the Om-
nipotent One. God has done great things
for this country, but in the transgression of
His law, men have been doing a work orig-
inated by the man of sin. Satan is working
out his designs to involve the human family
in disloyalty." The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 975.

The United States was designed to be a
modem-clay land of milk and honey in or-
der that God's people could proclaim the
final warning message to the world. Its
prosperity, principles of government, and
position as the great melting pot for the
different nationalities of the world were
"designed" to provide the same evangelistic
advantages that were provided to ancient
Israel through the glorious land of ancient
Palestine. At this point, we have failed to
take full advantage of this providential fa-

vor, just as ancient Israel failed. Time is
rapidly running out!

"Is it in vain that the declaration of
eternal truth has been given to this nation
to be carried to all the nations of the world?
God has chosen a people and made them
the repositories of truth weighty with eter-
nal results. To them has been given the light
that must illuminate the world. Has God
made a mistake? Are we indeed His chosen
instrnmentalities? Are we the men and wom-
en who are to bear to the world the messag-
es of Revelation fourteen, to proclaim the
message of salvation to those who are stand-
ing on the brink of ruin? Do we act as if we
were?" Selected Messages, book 1, 92.

As we studied in previous articles in
this series, the war between the southern
and northern kings in Daniel 11:40 estab-
lishes 1798 as the starting point for the
conflict between the forces of Catholicism
and atheism. The war portrayed in that
verse is not resolved until the "chariots, and
ships," symbolizing the economic and mili-
tary power of the United States, are brought
into alliance with Catholicism. The United
States and the Papacy formed an alliance as
they recognized the USSR, the modern king
of the south, as a common enemy. This
alliance was formed not only to secure the
freedom of the nations which were enslaved
and dominated by the USSR, but also to
battle against the philosophy of atheism.

This alliance parallels the activities of
Clovis, king of France, who turned away
from the predominant religious profession
of his nation in order to come to the aid of
Catholicism in its battle against Arianism.
The alliance between Clovis and Catholi-
cism resulted in the assault against the Os-
trogoths, Vandals, and Heruli, which con-
sisted not ouly of a war against the three
nations, but also a war against the religious
philosophy of Arianistu which was held by
these three nations. Once the alliance was
formed, Clovis and other nations of Europe,
which had formerly been pagan, began the
military conqnest which placed the Papacy
on the throne of the world. The work of
plucking up the three horns of Daniel 7,
Was carried on from AD 508 until the last of
the three horns was removed in AD 538. At
that point the abominable desolating power
of the Papacy was set up.

The alliance hetween Clovis and the
Vatican led to the 1260-year rule of the
Papacy, ending with the infliction of "the
deadly wound" in 1798. Clovis' France em-
powered the Papacy at the beginning of the
1260 years, and Napoleon's France used its
power to bring an end to the same 1260
years. What began with an alliance, ended



T·he greatest and most favored nation uponthe earth is the United States. A gracious
Providence has shielded this country, and
poured upon her the choicest of Heaven's
blessings.

with war and captivity. The finishing of the
first epoch of papal rule in 1798, is fol-
lowed by retaliation against the king of the
south which initiates the final epoch of
papal rule.

This ending is historically located in
1798, and, with the future retaliation, is
symbolically identified in Daniel 11 :40. In
this verse, describing the final outcome of
the alliance of Clovis, we see the United
States symbolized as "ships, and chariots"
as it begins to repeat the infamous historical
record of the alliance of Clovis. The tyran-
nical authority of Rome was brought to an
end in this verse, and yet, in this same
verse, we see the beginning of Rome's even-
tual return to the power of her former posi-
tion. In the historical setting of 1798, Sister
White also addresses the United States:

"What nation of the New World was in
1798 rising into power, giving promise of
strength and greatness, and attracting the
attention of the world? The application of
the symbol admits of no question. One
nation, and only one, meets the specifica-
tions of this prophecy; it points unmistak-
ably to the United States of America. Again
and again the thought, almost the exact
words, of the sacred writer has been uncon-
sciously employed by the orator and the
historian in describing the rise and growth
of this nation. The beast was seen 'coming
up out of the earth;' and, according to the
translators, the word here rendered 'coming
up' literally signifies 'to grow or spring up
as a plant. ... '

" 'Aud he had two horns like a lamb.'
Revelation 13:11. The lamblike horns indi-
cate youth, irmocence, and gentleness, fitly
representing the character of the United
States when presented to the prophet as
'coming up' in 1798. Among the Christian
exiles who first fled to America and sought
an asylum from royal oppression and priest-
ly intolerance were many who determined
to establish a goverument upon the broad
foundation of civil and religious liberty.
Their views found place in the Declaration
of Independence, which sets forth the great
truth that 'all men are created equal' and
endowed with the inalienable right to 'life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.' Aud
the Constitution guarantees to the people
the right of self-goverument, providing that
representatives elected by the popular vote
shall enact and administer the laws. Free-
dom of religious faith was also granted,
every man being permitted to worship God
according to the dictates of his conscience.
Republicanism and Protestantism became
the fundamental principles of the nation.
These principles are the secret of its power

and prosperity. The oppressed and down-
trodden throughout Christendom have turned
to this land with interest and hope. Millions
have sought its shores, and the United
States has risen to a place among the
most powerful nations of the earth." The
Great Controversy, 440-441.

It is worthy to note here that Sister White
sets forth thebooks ofDaniel andRevelation as
bookswhich complement eachother.Whenwe
recogrtize the United States prophetically in
Daniel 11:40-41, we line up this testimony
withRevelation 13, like "ahand inaglove."We
knowverseforty isplacingushistorically at the
time of the "deadly wound." Revelation 13 is
the testimony about the beast with the deadly
wound and the beast which uses its power to
heal the head of the beast which had received
the deadly wound. These verses in Daniel
project themselves perfectly into Revelation
13; they also squarely line up with the Spirit of
Prophecy testimony conceming this time peri-
od in history.

In 1798 atheism established its capital
within the realm of France, ultimately
migrating to Russia, and eventually grow-
ing into the empire of the USSR. In 1798
Catholicism became a slain beast, removed
from its geopolitical position as king of
the earth, and yet ultimately destined to
return to that very position which she had
lost. Atheism and Catholicism are both
portrayed as being in the process of
change. So, too, is the United States-for
in 1798 the United States was still the
young lamblike beast of Revelation 13. In

its youth the United States has been sus-
tained by the purity of its Protestant doc-
trine, but given time, it will eventually
cease to be a lamb, as it will begin to
speak as a dragon.

These three entities are tied together in
Daniel 11:40, and by verse 41 the United
States, through the passage of a national
Sunday law, will complete the metamorpho-
sis of Revelation 13: 11: "Aud I beheld an-
other beast coming up out of the earth; and
he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake
as a dragon."

Inspiration portrays three specific pow-
ers in Daniel II :40, as well as identifying
a historical starting point. The three pow-
ers are placed within a setting in which
their relationship is seen to be that of
three political powers which are striving
for the mastery of the world. But underly-
ing the hunger for temporal power, we
also find three conflicting spiritual and
philosophical perspectives.

Beginning with the counterattack against
the atheistic power of the king of the south,
the sequence of events, which will unfold
through the following verses, describes the
growth of the spiritual power of Catholi-
cism which prevails through the support of
the forces of apostate Protestantism. The
spiritual victories represented have a literal
counterpart as the nations of the world are
step by step brought under the domirtion
and ultimate control of the Papacy, as sus-
tained and supported by the United States.

The glorious land of the United States is
the next target for spiritual conquest by the
papal king of the north:

"The greatest and most favored nation
upon the earth is the United States. A
gracious Providence has shielded this coun-
try, and poured upon her the choicest of
Heaven's blessings. Here the persecuted
and oppressed have found refuge. Here the
Christian faith in its purity has been taught.
This people have been the recipients of
great light and unrivaled mercies. But these
gifts have been repaid by ingratitude and
forgetfulness of God. The Infmite One keeps

a reckoning with the nations, and their guilt
is proportioned to the light rejected. A fear-
ful record now stands in the register of
heaven against our land; but the crime
which shall fill up the measure of her iniq-
uity is that of making void the law of God.

"Betweenthe laws ofmenand the precepts
of Jehovah will come the last great conflict of
the controversy between truth and error. Upon
this battle we are now entering-a battle not
between rival churches contending for the
supremacy, but between the religion of the
Bible and the religion of fable and tradition.
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The agencies whichwill unite against truth
and righteousness in this contest are now
actively at work. The Signs ofthe TImes, July
4,1899.

"America, . . . where the greatest light
fromheavenhas beenshininguponthe people,
can become the place of greatest peril and
darknessbecausethepeopledo notcontinueto
practice the truth andwalkin the light."Select-
edMessages, book 3, 387.

"The people of the United States have
been a favored people; butwhen they restrict
religious llberty, surrender Protestantism, and
give countenance to popery, the measure of
their guiltwill be full, and 'national apostasy'
will be registered in the books ofheaven. The
result of this apostasy will be national ruin."
Review andHerald,May 2, 1893.
"Our land is in jeopardy. The time is

drawing on when its legislators shall so
abjure the principles of Protestantism as to
give countenance to Romish apostasy. The
people for whom God has so marvelous-
ly wrought, strengthening them to throw

off the galling yoke of popery, will by a
national act give vigor to the corrupt faith
of Rome, and thus arouse the tyranny which
only waits for a touch to start again into
cruelty and despotism. With rapid steps are
we already approaching this period." The
Spirit ofProphecy, vol. 4, 410.

The previous passages in the Spirit of
Prophecy which set forth the purpose of the
United States contain another important in-
sight which we passed by until now. In
those previous nine passages we sought to
identify the moderu glorious land as the
United States. Review these once more and
you will fmd that all of these passages
address not simply the United States but
they also address the national Sunday law.

Both references to "the glorious land"
in Daniel 11, identify the entrance of Rome
into the land that serves as a haven or
refuge for Israel. In agreement with Daniel,
Sister White also places her information of
the modern-day glorious land in connection
with the papal king of the north entering

into it through the passage of a national
Sunday law.

The history of ancient Israel presents an
important parallel that modern Israel must
prayerfully consider. One lesson, of utruost
importance in this series, is the recognition
that, just as God provided "the glorious
land" of Palestine for ancient Israel, He has
also provided "the glorious land" of the
United States for the Seventh-day Adventist
people-His modern Israel. We have been
assigned the task of proclaiming the final
warning message to a world which is fear-
fully ignorant of the issues involved, and of
the impending catastrophes connected with
these final moments of probation. Ancient
Israel was given a similar assignment and
failed. The signs of the times, in connection
with the unfolding light of prophecy, de-
mand that we as a people begin to remove
any obstacles from our personal experience
which might prevent us from being among
those who loudly proclaim this fmal mes-
sage. D
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Sister Ellen G. White and the 1888 Message of Christ Our Righteousness
Part 1: A Historical Perspective

Waggoner (33 years old), presented mes-
sages that were greatly supported by the
servant of the Lord as the true message of
righteousness by faith.
It is not surprising that in the dialogue

on the message that was presented, the
writings of Jones and Waggoner become
central. There is no question that many
times Sister White endorsed the message
that they gave. While she recognized that
Jones and Waggoner were fallible mortals,
that fact did no/deter her from emphasizing
that this was a most precious message from
the Lord:

"1 believe without a doubt that God has
given precious truth at the right time to
Brother Jones and Brother Waggoner. Do 1
place them as infallible? Do 1say that they
will not make a statement or have an idea
that carmot be questioned or that carmot be
error? Do 1 say so? No, 1 do not say any
such thing. Nor do 1say that of any man in
the world. But 1 do say God has sent light,
and do be careful how you treat it." Ellen
G. White 1888Materials, 566.
Unfortunately, this wonderful message

has been perverted, especially by the anti-
nomians.! There has been a desire to dimin-
ish the relevance of the law of God to the
principles of salvation. That was never the
intent. It has led others to assert that the

What It Is All About

-EDITORS

Few Seventh-day Adventists have not
heard some reference to the 1888 message.
Unfortunately, to most, It has been just
another Adventist term, but with uncertain
meaning. Such lack of understanding has
led to confusion ofvoices proclaiming vari-
ous ideas ofwhat this message is all about.
To some, it had something to do with a
rejected message back in 1888, but they are
not sure just what it was. Others will tell
you that it had something to do with the
concept ofChrist Our Righteousness; how-
ever, beyond that they are not clear. Though
some believe it has to do with justification
by faith, they teach that, since Jesus did
everything on the cross, it is easier to be
saved than to be lost. They see no place for
what they view as legalistic concerns about
obedience or the perfecting ofcharacter.

In this two-part series the writer has
made an effort to clear up this confusion
with a careful study ofthe writings ofEllen
White, who was there in 1888 and partici-
pated in the whole experience, writing ex-
tensively about it. In Part 1we will explore
the historical setting of the issue. In the
next part we will examine in Ellen White
own words what the actual message was
and what it should mean to each Seventh-
day Adventist today.

THE pioneer evangelists and preach-
ers of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church were men of gifted talents

and were keen students.of the Word of God.
They preached with the power, conviction,
and assurance of the Scriptures. Recogniz-
ing the rejection by mainstream Protestants
of the claims of the law and the Sabbath,
they preached with U!lchallengeable power
the scriptural claims of both. However,
something was missing. ThOllgh they had
the certain support of the Word of God,
they had forgotten that neither the law, nor
the Sabbath, could transform a soul. Though
their arguments brought many to the side of
truth, they had minimized the centrality of
the indwelling Christ as the only power to
obey the commandments and to keep the
Sabbath. Thus, no doubt, many earnest souls,
accepting the arguments of the Word of
God, were frustrated by failing miserably to
keep God's sacred law.
Therefore, at the 1888 General Confer-

ence Session in Minneapolis, God, in His
mercy sought to redress this lack by the
presentation of the message of Christ Our
Righteousness. The yOU!lg preachers, Elder
A. T. Jones (37 years old) and Dr. E. J.
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All power is given into His hands, that He
may dispense rich gifts unto men,

imparting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human agent.

gospel of salvation is justification alone,
and that sanctification does nothing to qual-
ify us for heaven.

Part of this may be due to the direction
that A. T. Jones followed later in his minis-
try. Sister White sought to bring him back
to a proper understanding of the relation-
ship between faith and good works.

"In my dream you were presenting the
subject of faith and the imputed righteous-
ness of Christ by faith. You repeated several
times that works amounted to nothing, that
there were no conditions. The matter was
presented in that light that I knew minds
would be confused, and would not receive
the correct impression in reference to faith
and works, and I decided to write to you.
You state this matter too strongly. There are
conditions to our receiving justification and
sanctification, and the righteousness of
Christ. I know your meaning, but you leave
a wrong impression upon many minds.
While good works will not save even one
soul, yet it is impossible for even one soul
to be saved without good works." Selected
Messages, vol. I, 377.
Jones had been confusing the people by

saying that there were no conditions of
salvation.

"Then when you say there are no condi-
tions, and some expressions are made quite
broad, you burden the minds, and some
cannot see consistency in your expressions.
They cannot see how they can harmonize
these expressions with the plain statements
of the Word of God. Please guard these
points. These strong assertions in regard to

works never make our position any strong-
er. The expressions weaken our position,
for there are many who will consider you an
extremist, and will lose the rich lessons you
1Jave for them upon the very subjects they
need to know." Ibid., 378.
It is my firm conviction that in spite of

the wonderful insights that Jones and Wag-
goner gave, we must look to the Spirit of
Prophecy for the final recognition of what
the true message of Christ Our Righteous-
ness is. Whereas Jones and Waggoner even-
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tually wandered away from the truth of
God, the servant of the Lord remained stead-
fastly loyal to God and to her ntission.
Therefore, this article will concentrate on
the insights of Sister White on this most
precious message-insights that were not
ouly needed in 1888, but are urgently need-
ed now for the preparation of God's saints
for the return of Jesus Christ. Surely this is
a message that was to bring the latter rain to
embolden men and women to give the loud
cry and to take the gospel message to every
nation, kindred, tongue and people.

I have read extensively Sister White's
comments on the message of righteousness
by faith. The most comprehensive materials
that are available are the four volumes pub-
lished in 1987 by the Ellen G. White Estate
entitled The Ellen G. White 1888Materials.
But for those who are wanting to get the

clearest picture of the prophet's presenta-
tions on righteousness by faith, I would
suggest that you read carefully Testimonies
to Ministers, 89-98; Selected Messages, vol.
1, 355-405; and Selected Messages, vol. 3,
156-204. After reading these passages, any
honest reader will be left in no doubt as to
what this message is.

The Problem

First, let us address the problem:
I) Many earnest Seventh-day Adventist

believers bad lost sight of the centrality of
Jesus Christ to the salvation ofman:

"Manyhad lost sightofJesus. Theyneeded
to have theireyesdirected toHis divine person,

His merits, and His changeless love for the
human family. All power is given into His
hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto
men, imparting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human agent."
Testimonies to Ministers, 92.
2) Because of this, many earnest Chris-

tians were turning away from the Seventh-
day Adventist message because they saw it
as a Christless religion:

"The uplifted Saviour is to appear in
His efficacious work as the Lamb slain,

sitting upon the throne, to dispense the
priceless covenant blessings, the benefits
He died to purchase for every soul who
should believe on Him. John could not
express that love in words; it was too deep,
too broad; he calls upon the human fantily
to hehold it. Christ is pleading for the church
in the heaveuly courts above, pleading for
those for whom He paid the redemption
price of His own lifeblood. Centuries, ages,
can never diminish the efficacy of this aton-
ing sacrifice. The message of the gospel of
His grace was to be given to the church in
clear and distinct lines, that the world should
no longer say that Seventh-day Adventists
talk the law, the law, but do not teach or
believe Christ. " Ibid.

3) There was a fallure to preach of the
sacrifice of Jesus as the basis of human hope:

"If Christ is all and in all to every one
of us, why are not His incarnation and His
atoning sacrifice dwelt upon more in the
churches?" Selected Messages, vol. 3, 187.

Thus the sermons of Seventh-dsy Ad-
ventist preachers became dry and uncon-
victing:

"There have been entire discourses, dry
and Christless, in which Jesus has scarcely
been named. The speaker's heart is not
subdued and melted by the love of Jesus.
He dwells upon dry theories. No great im-
pression is made." Ibid., 184.
The preachers had proclaimed with a

"loud voice" the claims of the law of God,
but barely an "inaudible whisper" was heard
of the faith of Jesus:

"The faith of Jesus has been overlooked
and treated in an indifferent, careless man-
ner. It has not occupied the prominent posi-
tion in which it was revealed to John. Faith
in Christ as the siuner's 6uly hope lias been
largely left out, not ouly of the discourses
given but of the religious experience of
very many who claimed to believe the third
angel's message." Ibid., 168.

Thus, the Seventh-day Adventist mes-
sage was in danger of becoming a lifeless,
Christless message:

"Alegal religionbasbeenthought quite the
correctreligionfor this time. Butitis antistake.
The rebuke ofChrist to the Pharisees is appli-
cable to thosewhohave lostfrom theheart !heir
fJISt love. Acold, legal religion cannever lead
souls to Christ; for it is a loveless, Christiess
religion." Ibid., vol. I, 388.

How needed was the message of Christ
Our Righteousness! Butwhen E. 1. Waggoner
began to preach this messagehe was confront-
edwith great hostility. That hostility spread to
the prophet, and indeed she was chargedwith
lying, by some of the delegates of the 1888
General Conference Session inMinneapolis:

'.
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To be continued.

ship in Europe, he later apostatized from
the church and died outside of the Seventh-
day Adventist truth.

Less than a year later when Sister White
was speaking at the Kansas meeting held in
July 1889, she expressed the darkness and
blindness that had come upon God's people
which led to doubt and a lack of confidence
in the Seventh-day Adventist movement:

"At the Kansas meeting my prayer to God
was, that the power of the enemy might be
broken, and that the people who had been in
darknessmight open their hearts andminds to
the message that God should send them, that
theymight see the truth, new tomanyminds, as
oldtruthinnewframework. Theunderstanding
of the people of God has been blinded, for
Satanhasmisrepresented the cbiiracterofGod.
Our good and gracious Lord lias beenpresent-
edbefore the peopleclothed in the attributes of
Satan, and men and women who have been
seeking for truth, have so long regardedGod in
afalse light that it is difficult to dispel the cloud
that obscures His glory from their view. Many
have been living in an atmosphere of doubt,
and it seems almost impossible for them to lay
hold on the hope set before them in the gospel
of Christ." Selected Messages, vol. 1, 355.
It is understandable that confusion

reigned across a wide spectrum of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist membership. On the one
hand, the prophet, standing with Jones and
Waggoner, proclaimed the certainty of the
message of Christ Our Righteousness. How-
ever, many of the most respected leaders of
the church, including Uriah Smith and
George Butler, were openly opposed to the
message, believing that it would lead to
antinomianism. Perhaps they also saw it as
a condemnation of the emphasis that they
had been giving in their presentations.

Today there are many claiming to be pre-
senting the authentic message that was given
over a century ago at the Minneapolis camp
meeting, andfollowedbypresentations through
the middle of the 1890s. But we need to go to
the pen of Inspiration to detemtine what the
true message really was. That is what we will
do in Part 2, with an examination ofits critical
importance for every Seventh-dayAdventist in
these end-times. D

I "Antinominanism-The doctrine or belief that
the Gospel frees Christians from obedience to any
law, whether scriptural, civil, or moral, and that
salvation is attained solely through faith and di-
vine grace." The American Heritage College Dic-
tionary, 59.

"When I stated before my brethren that
I had heard for the first time the views of
Elder E. I. Waggoner, some did not believe
me." Ibid., vol. 3, 172.
Long before the 1888 General Confer-

ence Session, there was considerable hostil-
ity toward Jones and Waggoner, who were
the editors of the Signs of the Times, be-
cause of the view that they had espoused
that the law in Galatians was the moral law;
whereas Uriah Smith, the editor of the Re-
view and Herald, and George Butler, the
General Conference President, among oth-
ers, believed that the law in Galatians was
the ceremonial1aw. Years later Sister White
was to clarify that both laws were encom-
passed in the law in Galatians.
However, because of that controversy,

many were ready to throw aside the mes-
sage from the Lord that came at the General
Conference Session. Sister White wrote in
strong terms:
"But when the plain, straight testimony

comes from lips under the moving of the
Spirit of God, there are many who treat it
with disdain. There are among us those
who, in actions if not in words, 'say to the
seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophe-
sy not unto us right things, speak unto us
smooth things, prophesy deceits: get you
out of the way, turn aside out of the path,
cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from
before us.' II Testimonies to Ministers, 89.

Sister White spoke especially of some
of the leaders whom she saw rejecting this
message, and she wondered if indeed they
may have gone too far to repent:

"I inquire of those in responsible posi-
tions in Battle Creek, What are you doing?
You have turned your back, and not your
face, to the Lord. There needs to be a
cleansing of the heart, the feelings, the sym-

Ipathies, the words, in.rj'ference to tJ>elmostmOJP,ntous Lord Go<Pltemi-
ty;ji>dth. What is the message to be given at
this time? It is the third angel's message.
But that light which is to fIll the whole
earth with its glory has been despised by
some who claim to believe the present truth.
Be careful how you treat it. Take off the
shoes from off your feet; for you are on
holy' ground. Beware how you indulge the
attributes of Satan, and pour contempt upon
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. I know
not but some have even now gone too far to
return and to repent." Ibid., 89-90.

How many had actually gone beyond
the reach of the Holy Spirit is not known. It
was from that time forward that Louis R.
Conradi never again was to have confi-
dence in the Spirit of Prophecy. While he
was to become a dominant figure in leader-
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Enoch-The Perfection of
Righteousness for Translation

W E are a very privileged people.
Seventh-day Adventists were
called of God to demonstrate to a

fallen race in this final generation what God
can do in them when they are willing to be
made willing to be obedient to all known
truth.

We are the translation generation. For
more than 150 years Seventh-day Adven-
tists have prayed to be a part of the 144,000
who will not see death. But we have not
understood the qualifications and conditions
that God requires for that grand and glori-
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ous privilege-being one of that final army
of believers, who will testify and demon-
strate by their lifestyles, by their eating,
drinking and dressing that they are a pecu-
liar people, hungering and thirsting after the
righteousness ofChrist.
"But ye are a chosen generation, a

royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu-
liar people; that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light: which
in time past were not a people, but are
now the people of God: which had not

IRon Spear I

obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy." 1 Peter 2:9.

"Blessed are the meek: for they shall
inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled." Matthew 5:5-6.
The 144,000 possess the meekness of

Christ and therefore have the power of
Christ. These saints of God mourn over the
abominations committed by those who claim
to be Christian, but who deny they are truly
Christian by the way in which they live and
conduct themselves in their daily relation-
ship with those around them-both in the
world and in the church. See Testimonies,
vol. 5, 209-211.

The real saints of God in this fmal
generation will understand that true conver-
sion is a daily experience and a radical
change in every aspect of their lives.
"Our profession is an exalted one. As

Sabbathkeeping Adventists we profess to
obey all God's commandments and to be
looking for the coming of our Redeemer. A
most solemn message of warning has been
entrusted to God's faithful few. We should
show by our words and works that we
recognize the great responsibility laid upon
us. Our light should shine so clearly that
others can see that we glorify the Father in
our daily lives; that we are connected with
Heaven and are joint heirs with Jesus Christ,
that when He shall appear in power and
great glory, we shall be like Him." Testimo-
nies, vol. 4, 16.
Enoch's life and victory over sin is the

example that God has provided for His
faithful people in this fmal generation.
Divine.lnspiration reveals the great pat-

tern of holiness in the life of Enoch. It is
thus that God's people will demonstrate
God's power in the end-time.
The life of Enoch is sununed up in these

words, "And Enochwalked with God, and he
was not, for God took him." Genesis 5:24.
."Enoch was a holy man. He served God

with singleness of heart. He realized the
corruptions of the human family, and sepa-
rated himself from the descendants of Cain,
and reproved them for their great wicked-
ness. There were those upon the earth who
acknowledged God, who feared and wor-
shiped Him. Yet righteous Enoch was so
distressed with the increasing wickedness
of the ungodly, that he would not daily
associate with them, fearing that he shonld
be affected by their infidelity, and that his
thoughts ntight not ever regard God with
that holy reverence which was due His
exallec[character.His soul was vexed as he
daily_ ',I'itnessed their trampling upon the
authority of God: He chose to be separate



Hemet with the good and bad at stated times,
and labored to turn the ungodly from their evil

course, and instruct them in the knowledge and fear
ofGod. He taught those who had the knowledge of
God to serve Him more perfectly.

from them, and spent much of his time in
solitude, which he devoted to reflection and
prayer. He waited before God, and prayed
to kuow His will more perfectly, that he
might perform it. God communed with
Enoch through His angels, and gave him
divine instruction. He made kuown to him
that He would not always bear with man in
his rebellion His purpose waS to de-
stroy the sinful race by btinging a flood of
waters upon the earth....

"TIieLord opened more fully to Enoch
the plan of salvation, and by the spirit of
prophecy carried him down through the
generations which should live after the flood,
and showed him the great events connected
with the second coming of Christ and the
end of the world.

"Enoch was troubled in regard to the
dead. It seemed to him that the righteous
and the wicked would go to the dusttogeth-
er, and that would be their end. He could
not clearly see the life of the just beyond
the grave. In prophetic vision he was in-
structed in regard to the Son of God, who
was to die man'8 and was shown
the coming of ChriSt in the clouds of Heav-
en, atteuded by the angelic host, to give life
to the righteous dead, and ransom them
from their graves. He also saw the corrupt
state of the world at the time whenl€hrist
should appear the second time---'that there
would be a boastful, presumptuous, self-
willed generation arrayed in rebellion against
the law ofGod, and denying.1'b.e only Lord
God and our Lord Jesus Christ, and tram-
pling upon His blood, and despising His
atonement. He saw the righteous crowned
with glory and honor, while the wicked
were separated from the presence of the'
Lord, and consumed with fire.

"Enoch faithfully rehearsed to the peo-
ple all that God had revealed to him by the
spirit of prophecy. Some believed his words,
and turned from their wickedness to fear
and worshjpGod. Such often sought Enoch
in his places of retirement, and he instruct-
ed them and prayed for them, that God'
would give them a kuowledge of His will.:fAt length he chose certain periods for re-

f,i)'11 tirement, and would not suffer the people to
J tliey interrupted his holy med-

,tatlOn and communIon wlth!God: He d'd
not exclude himself at all times from the
society of those who loved him and listened
to his words of wisdom; neither did he
separate himself wholly from the corrupt.
He met with the good and bad at stated
times, and labored to turn the ungodly from
their evil course, and instruct them in the
kuowledge and fear of God. He taught those
who had the kuowledge of (Jod to serve

Al Him more perfectly. He would remain wj!lJ.
1ft them as long as he conld benefit them by
Ills gpdly
and then would w,thdraw himself from all
society-from the just, the scoffing and
idolatrous, to remain in solitude hungeting
and thirsting for communion with'God, and
that divine kuowledge which He alone could
give him.

"Enoch continued to grow more heav-
euly while communing with God. His face
was rlLdiant with a holy light which would
remain upon his countenance while instruct-
ing those who would hear his words of'
'W!sdOiil.tliSlleavenlY and dignified appear-
r ance struck the people with awe. The Lord
10ve.dJfnoch because he steadfastly tol-
ig.wed Him, and abhorred1niqui!y: and ear-

'iiiight do His wiIT He yearned to
U:iiilelilliiSelI'SiilCmore-Closely to God, ,
whom he feared, reverenced, and adored.
God 'would not permit Enoch to die as other
men, but sent his angels to take him to
heaven without seeing death. In the pres-
ence of the righteous and the wicked, Enoch
was removed from them." Spiritual Gifts,
vol. 3,54-57.
If Enoch is the pattern of holy living for

those who will be received by God to be
members of the 144,000, who are without
gnile and sin, then we should study the
pattern of his life. Again, Inspiration ex-
plains the conditions of righteous living:

"I refer you to Enoch. He lived just
previous to the world's being washed from
its moral pollution by a flood. He was on
the earth at the time when corruption was
teeming on every hand; and yet he bore the
impress of the divine. He walked with God
three hundred years; and he was not, for
God took him, that is, translated him to
heaven. The flaming chariots of God were
sent for t1tis holy man, and he was borne to
heaven. Enoch had the wituess that he
pleased God. A!!,d t1tis wilness we can have.
Enoch represents those who shall remain
upon the earth and be translated to heaven
without seeing death. He represents that

company that are to live amid the perils of
the last days, and withstand all corruption,
vileness, sin and iniquity, and yet be unsul-
lied by it." Review and Herald, April 19,
1870.

"Enoch walked with God three hundred
years. Now the shortness of time seems to
be urged as a motive to seek righteousness.
Should it be necessary that the terrors of the

day of God be held before us in order to
compel us to right action? Enoch's case is
before us. Hundreds of years he walked
with God. He lived in a corrupt age, when
moral pollution was teeming all around him;
yet he trained his mind to devotion, to love
purity. His conversation was upon heavenly
things. He educated his mind to run in t1tis
channel, and he bore the impress of the
n'iYfue: His counteuance was lighted up
with the light which shineth in the face of '.
Jesus. Enoch had temptations as well as we.
He was surrounded with society no more
friendly to righteousness than is that which
surrounds us. The atruosphere he breathed
was tainted with sin and cortuption, the
same as ours; yet he lived a life of holi-
ness." Testimonies. vol. 2,121-122.

"The nearer mortals attain to the order
and arrangement of heaven, the nearer are
they brought to that acceptable state before
God which will make them subjects of the
heavenly kingdom and give them that fit-
ness for translation from earth to heaven
which Enoch possessed preparatory to his
translation." Testimonies, vol. 2, 698.

Through this inspired information,
God gives us the conditions for holy liv-
ing-how to be His faithful, loyal, and
obedient Seventh-day Adventists who will
be translated at the soon coming of the
King. Let us carefully study those re-
quirements that we may be among those
saints of God who will follow Christ wher-
ever He goes for eterniry:

1. Enoch separated himself from the
worldly entanglements and practices of the
world around him.

2. He spent much time in prayer and
communion with God.
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Facts.ofFaith
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These books will help you refresh your
knowledge of the truths of Adventism,

Christ, the work of the Spirit ceaSes not
until the soul is conformed to His image.
The Desire ofAges, 302. See also Testimo-
nies, vol. I, 181-187; vol. 8, 41; The Desire

ofAges 311-313, 671; Christ's Object Les-
sons, 100.

Only those who are hungering and thirst-
ing for the righteousness of Christ will be
part of that mighty throng of believers-
saints who will be Enochs in this final hour.
We must stndy to show ourselves to be
approved by God and not be ashamed of
the gospel commission by always rightly
dividing the words of truth, warning God's
people, rebuking sin by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and daily witnessing to the
power of God in victorious living for Christ.
See 2 Timothy 2:15.

"Search the scriptnres; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they ,",e they
which testify of me." John 5:39.

"And ye shall seek me, and frnd me,
when ye shall search for me with all your
heart." Jeremiah 29:13.

"Thus saith the loRD; Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the
LORD." Jeremiah 17:5.
Ifwe dsily follow the pattern that Jesus

has provided for ns, we shall not fail of
eternal life. We will put our trust in no man,
but only in Christ, praying earnestly to be
like Him, that we may be the sons and
daughters of God.

We must be pure as Enoch was-as
Jesus was. We must be obedient to known
truth and must hunger and thirst after right-
eousness with all our hearts. We can-we
must-reach thIs great perfection of holi-
ness required by God for His final genera-
tion. Then there will be a loud cry to the
Whole world. God's faithIul, loyal, and obe-
dient pepple in the other churches in Baby-
lon will respond to the call. There will be a
great exodus out from the ranks in our
church. Those who leave will then be re-
placed by the loyal and obedient saints from
other churches. There are Enochs in our
dsy. You can be one of them! 0

"I wish I could impress upon every
worker in God's cause, the great need of
continual earnest prayer. They carmot be
constantly on their knees, but they can be

Dear reader, God's requirements for
salvation, through Jesus' great sacrifice on

the cross, are the same today as they were in
Enoch's sojourn in this sin-cursed world before
his translation.

• uplifting their hearts to God. This is the
,way that Enoch walked witiL.Godi' Review
and Herald, November 10, 1855.

Enoch pleased God by his obedience to
all of God's requirements for his life. He
prayed earnestly for the power of the Holy
Spirit to obey the immutable law of God.
His prayer was answered; his life with Jesus
is portrayed in these inspired words of our
prophet who saw him in vision on a mis-
sion for Jesus in an unfallen world:

"Then I was taken to a world which had
seven moons. There I saw good old Enoch,
who had been translated. On his right arm
he bore a glorious palm, and on each leaf
was written 'Victory.' Around his head was
a dazzling white wreath, and leaves on the
wreath, and in the middle of each leaf was
written 'Purity,' and around the wreath were
stones of various colors, that shone brighter
than the slars, and cast a reflection upon the
letters and magnified them. On the back
part of his head was a bow that confined the
wreath, and upon the bow was written 'Ho-
liness.' Above the wreath was a lovely crown
that shone brighter than the sun. I asked
him if this was the place he was taken to
from the earth. He said, 'It is not; the city is
my home, and I have come to visit this
place' He moved about the place as if
perfectly at home." Early Writings, 40.

Dear reader, God's requirements for sal-
vation, through Jesus' great sacrifice on the
cross, are the same today as they were in
Enoch's sojourn in thIs sin-cursed world
before his translation:

"Even one wrong trait of character, one
sinful desire, persistentlycherished, will even-
tually neutralize all the power of the gospel
Every sinful indulgence strengthens the soul's
aversion to God." Steps to Christ, 34.

'The Holy Spirit never leaves unassist-
ed the soul who is looking unto' Jesus: He
takes of the things of Christ and shows
them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on

Are you prepared to
give a ready answer
for your faith?

3. He constantly sought for purity of
thought and confonnity to the will of God.

4. His righteous life was a rebuke to the
worldliness around him.

5. He endeavored to instruct and warn
those who would listen.

6. His conversation was on heavenly
things.

7. He waited upon God to know His
perfect will.

8. His daily witness of purity and holi-
ness drew many to the understanding of
God's requirements for salvation.

9. He pleased God for 300 years of holy
living, and that is why God conld trust him
with translation.

"It was this simple life of obedience and
trust that Enoch lived. If we learn this
lesson of simple trust, ours may be the
testimony that he received, that he pleased
God." My Life Today, 14.
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The more I read your magazine the
more I enjoy reading it and the more
convinced I become of the truth present-
ed therein. Keep it coming! I appreciate
the abundance of Spirit of Prophecy quo-
tations. WH, Oregon

Thank you for the Firm Foundntion
magazines you have sent me. I read them
and send or give them to others who do
not have any. They are my "Sabbath
sermons."
I am 80 years old and on a fIxed

income. I have always been an Adven-
tist, and was a missionary in the Far East
for many years.

Your magazine has helped me to un-
derstand many things I needed to know
about our church, which I love, and also
understand what needs to be done in my
personal relationship in this "time of the
end." I hope to meet you in heaven.

Ow, Ohio

I don't know how much subscriptions
are, since I only have old Firm Founda-
tion magazines. I hope I am enclosing
enough.
I put your magazine aside when I

first started receiving them because I
was so paranoid about "offshoots." For
some reason I didn't throw them away. I
started reading them (the 1988-1989 is-
sues) last October, and what a blessing
they have been! How wonderful that the
"old pillars" are being upheld! I was
discouraged with the liberalism in the
S.D.A. Church, so the Holy Spirit im-
pressed me to begin reading them-just
when He knew I was most impression-
able. SH, Tennessee

I am very grateful for the free copies
of your message-filled magazine which I
have been receiving for the past year. I
am a retired teacher receiving an allow-
ance which is less than $50 U.S. So I am
pleading with you to continue to keep
my name on the "Subscription Assis-
tance" list. Whenever the procedure to
send money becomes clear, I will send
my token contribution.

In fact, I love your paper, for it is the
only paper I now receive that keeps me
alert, and gives me the needed comfort
and inspiration. May the Lord bless your
work! SB, Ghana

We want to thank you for continu-
ing to send us Our Firm Foundation,
even though we have not subscribed to
it for the past few years. It has been an
inspiration to read the many timely
articles each month. Thank you for
keeping us on your mailing list. Am
enclosing $16.50 for a year's subscrip-
tion, and also $51.50 to be used to
spread the gospel of Jesus.
Apostasy here in Hawaii is becoming

more bold as time progresses. If Mrs.
White's writings are used by ministers, it
is to uphold their theories. Her name is
seldom mentioned from the pulpit. As a
matter of fact, about a year or so ago, the
elders of our church were sent a letter
stating that they were not to quote from
her writings or mention her name. Be-
fore we talk about Mrs. White or present
any of her writings, we must confer with
the pastor. "We may give people the idea
we are a cult!·" BN, Hawaii

Responses.·From Outreach Literatnre

I am interested in taking your Bible
course. I am a recently baptized member
of the Adventist Church in my village. I
read about your offer in a book called
Truth in the World. I am willing to leam
more about God and I believe that what I
am leaming in my church, along with the
aid of your Bible study correspondence
course, my faith will be strengthened and
my knowledge will increase.

Allow me to say that I think you all
are doing a remarkable service for the
Lord, and I pray that He will bless you in
abundance. You are not only reaching
out to people but you are also teaching
them about God's message and His sal-
vation. PA, Belize

I have recently been saved, and was
baptized a member of the Seventh-day

Adventist Church. I am in prison at this
time, and I am writing to see if I could
receive your paper, Earth Final Warn-
ing, which has helped explain some things
to me that I didn't understand. I am also
very interested in Bible studies.
I do not have any money, but, if

yon have any literature that can help
explain God's Word to me, and it
doesn't cost anything, it would be great-
ly appreciated. RW, Tennessee

Other Letters From Overseas
I distributed the natural remedies

tracts to .'Church members and they were
very happy to read them. In our country
today many people are getting sick and
many are dying because they do not
know what to do. As a result, if I visit
some of them and share the natural rem-
edies and we study the Word of God,
they are so ready to receive the truth.
In this country people are hungry and

thirsty for the Word of God; they are so
eager to hear it! Whenever I travel to
different towns to see my brothers and
sisters I carry literature to distribute in
the bus. After giving it to a few people,
some will come next to me with many
questions, wanting to know more about
Christ's love. When I talk more, that's
when I discover that some do not have
Bibles, and some are drunkards and
smokers. Some have other problems in
their lives.
I read the books and the other papers

you sent me about true conversion, and I
am distributing them to othel'$. Thank
you very much!
May you continue to send :me more

literature and tracts about health, about
Christ Jesus, and about any other sub-'
jects which are good for distribution..
Even the Bibles-many people want to:
study, but they do not have them. The
Bibles you sent are very good. We rarely
get the King James Version in Zimba-
bwe. Please pray for me so that I will
faithfully work for the Lord. I will also
pray for you. RZ, Zimbabwe
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Knowing God's Will, Part 4

Vernon Shafer is retired and writes from College
Place, Washington.

Warning: Do Not Depend on Mall

The Lord knows better than we, that
whenever we seek counselor advice froll).
others, there is a very grave danger that we
will begin to put our trust in these hnman
counselors. He knows how easily we can be
tempted to depend on them to make our
decisions for us, instead of learning how to
be open to trustfully allowing God to lead
us step by step in the challenges of life.

So the Lord has seen the need to give us
many warnings against this danger. He holds
beforeus thegoalthatby faith, wecanhavethe

plains how keenly aware she was of this
troublesome problem:

"Last night these words of instruction
were spoken to you: 'Counsel with your
brethren. Your plans need the careful con-
sideration of other minds.' Warnings have
been given in regard to depending upon
men and trusting in their wisdom. The tempt-
er aims to lead men astray by persnading
them to cease looking to Jesus for strength
and efficiency, and to make flesh their arm.
This has been done in many cases. Satan
has laid his trap to catchmen and win them
to his side by trying to prevail upon them to
depend upon finite fellow men.
"But when a reproof is given upon this

point, the enemy takes the counsel given,
and presents it in such a perverted light that
those who desire to follow their own judg-
ment feel at liberty to plan and devise im-
portant measures without counseling with
their brethren. Thus another error strives
for recoguition. Men go to an extreme in
one direction, and if corrected, go to an
extreme in the opposite direction.

"Youwill be indangerofmakingmistakes
ifyoumoveoutinyourownsupposedwisdom.
. . .Youneedto counsel withyour brethren; for
there is danger that you will run too fast in
devising plans and methods." Testimonies to
Ministers, 313-314.
Thus, as always, we see a beautiful

balance in God's instructions to us. On the
one hand, He reminds us not to become so
self-sufficient that we do not consider our
brethren and think that only we have all the
answers. On the other hand, He is most
concerned that we learn to lean on Him
rather than on the arm of flesh. At the same
time He urges us to cultivate and exercise
the brains He has given us so that working
in harmony with His leading, we can devel-
op critical and sensitive spiritual perception
and sanctified good judgment.

I
!I

they had the approval of the General Confer-
ence president. To him, that was the most
convincing argument to justify their following
God's leading.

In our wish to understand God's will in
these last days, it is essential that we under-
stand how God views this qnestion of, "By
whose authority are yon doing these things?"

Inourprevious study, we leamed that it is
in God's plan that we should be hnmble and
teachable, open to learning from wise and
godly connselors. We also leamed that inHis
loveand concern for our spiritnal growth, God
is very particular about the kind ofpersonswe
should tum to for counsel. We are told that:
"God is dishonored aud the gospel is

betrayed when His servants depend on the
counsel ofmen who are not under guidance
of the Holy Spirit. Worldly wisdom is fool-
ishness with God. Those who rely upon it
will surely err." The Desire ofAges, 354.
When Ellen White emphasized that "In

the multitude of counselors is safety" (Prov-
erbs 11:14), and then warns against depend-
ing on the arm of flesh, some are troubled,
feeling that she was giving opposite mes-
sages. In writing to one brother, she ex-

COLOSSIANS 1:9-10

ye might walk wor-
Lord 'unto all pleas-
mfruitful in every

.. and increasing in
of God:

tor "UllS cause we alSO. SUH..:e
the day we heard it. do not
cease,pray for you, and to de-
sire . .... e mightJ>e filled with

dge of his will in aU
d spiritual under-

ASMALL group of dedicated believ-
ers had a great burden for souls. In
their study they saw the pressing

need to spread God's last warning message
by house-to-house distribution of some of
our soul-winning, truth-filled literature. God
had touched them with the conviction that
this was what they must do. Gladly they
were carrying out their commission. They
were finding interests. They were excited
with their successes. But such success is not
accomplished in secret. Soon word came to
the conference president who demauded to
know, "By whose authority are you doing
these things?" Sound familiar?

Read the experience of Jesus in Mat-
thew 21 :23 where, "The chief priests and
the elders of the people came unto him as
he was teaching, and said, By what authori-
ty doest thou these things? and who gave
thee this authority?"

Tragically, in the case of our literature-
distributing brethren, itwasnot the clearBible
commission or the Spirit ofProphecy counsel
that wasmost convincing that what they were
doingwasright. No, their conferencepresident
wouldnotbestilleduntil they assuredhimthat
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D epend not on the opinions of human
beings, ... for they are liable to err. Go to

the Lord God of Israel. He will give you
understanding and knowledge. You are not to
lean on any human being.

experience of being completely surrendered
and totally dependent upon the leading ofour
loving Master. This is why, the Lord has been
very emphatic about us not putting our trust in
the judgment ofmen. Rather, He wants us to
cultivate and exercise our own capacity to
knowGod'swillfor ourselves.As achurchwe
have been given voluminous instructions in
this regard.

"Depend not on the opinions of human
beings," we are told, "for they are liable to
err. Go to the Lord God of Israel. He will
give you understanding and knowledge. You
are not to lean on any human being." 1888
Materials, 1739.

To disregard this caution is to place
ourselves in great peril, for, "Uuless men
study God's Word and practice His teach-
ings, to the letter, rendering willing obedi-
ence to Him, they will have no more moral
wisdom to discern the spiritual import of
the words of COOst than the disciples who
were offended, and left Him." Ibid., 1818.
God knows everything about us. He is

very much aware ofhow reluctant we often
are to accept the responsibility of making
important decisions. It is so much easier if
we could just get someone else to tell us
which way to tum.
"Butwe are not to place the responsibility

of our duty upon others, and wait for them to
tell us what to do. We cannot depend for
counsel uponhumanity. TheLordwill teachus
our duty just as willingly as He will teach
someone else. Ifwe come to Him in faith, He
will speakHismysteries to us personally....
Thosewhodecideto do nothing inany linethat
will displeaseGod, will know, afterpresenting
their case before Him, just what course to
pursue. Andtheywillreceivenotonlywisdom,
but sttength. Power for obedience, for service,
will be imparted to them, as Christ has prom-
ised." The Desire ofAges, 668.

The danger is thatwewill grow to put aur
confidence in the arm of flesh, that we will
come to dependon the judgmentofmenrather
thancultivatinganddevelopingaurowncapac-
ity for spiritual discernment and theuse ofour
God-given faculties in sanctified good judg-
ment. To dependontheopinions ofothers is to
risk being molded by their human thinking
ratherthan by God's thinking.

God'swordtellsus that "Weoughttoobey
Godrather thanmen."Acts 5:29. Forwhenwe
follow thevoiceofmen insteadofGod,weare
placing man in the place of God which is a
violation ofthe first commandment.

Warning: Be Not Servants of Men

"Do not let the world convert you. Hold
fast your profession of faith, maintaining

your religious principles fIrtn1y, but not stub-
bornly refusing light. Your religion cannot
he in any other man's keeping. Honor the
cross of COOst, and the cross will honor
you. Let every man stand in God, not to be
bought, uot to be sold, but to reveal a
Chtistian fortitude. Serve no man through
fear of what that man can do to you that is
disagreeable. COOstians you cannot be if

you depend on any other man's conscieuce.
COOst died to give men moral indepen-
dence, freedom to exercise their God-given
ability. His servants are to be circumscribed
by no man or council of men unless they
have decided evidence that the men or coun-
cil of men are worked by the Holy Spirit."
Ellen G. White 1888Materials, 1592.
Here the Lord is introducing another

aspect of the danger of depending upon
others instead ofupon God. The principle is
that we lose our moral freedom and become
the slaves ofwhomever we allow ourselves
to become dependent upon.
"Know ye not," says the apostle Paul,

"that to whom ye yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are to obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness? But now being made free
from sin, and become servants of God, Ye
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans
6:16,22-23.

Jesus also made it very clear that, "No
servant can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else
he will hold to one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon." Luke
16:13.
The meaning of that word mammon

carries the idea of an object of worldly
trust. Thus, I believe that Jesus is speaking
not ouly of becoming a servant or slave to
the material things of this world but also
becoming so dependent upon man that we
make ourselves their servants or slaves.

Paul spoke further of this divine princi-
ple when he said, "For he that is called in

the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's
freeman: likewise also he· that is called,
being free, is COOst's servant. Ye are bought
with a price; be not ye the servant ofmen."
I Corinthians 7:22. Through Ellen White,
the Lord has further counsel about this
moral freedom:

"God has given us all that we possess. It
all belongs to Him, and we are not to sit at

the footstool of any man to obey his orders;
for God has made us free moral agents. He
requires us to preserve our moral indepen-
dence, and not be bound by any man. Our
consciences are to be controlled by no pow-
er on earth. The Holy Spirit will work upon
minds if we will harken to its faintest whis-
pers. It is the voice of your Advocate in the
heavenly courts....

"Why havemy brethrenupheld and sanc-
tioned wrong? Why have they allowed their
judgments to be controlled by those who
neither fear God nor regard man? Why
have their principles of right and justice
been swayed and guided by another mind in
matters of conscience? They may think it is
a better mind and a better judgment; but
they are not to exchange their judgment for
that of another man. Place your will and
mind where the Holy Spirit can reach it; for
it will not work on another man's mind and
conscience to reach yours. But those whom
it was thought had pure religious principles,
have shown themselves too ready to give up
their own religion for that of another man.

"God's servants are to resist sternly any
deviation from righteous principles." Ellen
G. White 1888Materials; 1592-1593.
These very sobering words have even

greater impact when we realize that, "The
great sin which has been entering the ranks
of Seventh-dey Adventists is the sin of
exalting man, and placing him where God
should be." Ellen G. White 1888Materials,
1619.
"God is the Ruler of His people; and

He will teach those who give their minds
to Him, how to use their brains. As they
employ their executive ability, they will
grow in efficiency. The Lord's heritage is
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The Lord Himself will turn and overturn, and
set things in order. He has the responsibility

of His own work, and He has not entrusted the
management of His people to unsanctified
human hands.

made up of vessels large and small, but
each one has his individual work. The
mind of one man, or the minds of two or
three men, are not to be depended on as
certain to be safe for all to follow. Let all
look to God, trust in Him, and believe in
His power. Yoke up with Christ, and not
with men; for men have no power to keep
you from falling." Ibid., 1620.

Warning: Against Controlling Others

When we allow ourselves to become
dependent on others for our own decision
making, we invite others to assume control
over us. This is not God's plan. Satan is
always ready to tempt those so disposed to
try to take control and manage the lives and
consciences of others. The Lord has had a
great deal to say about this practice which is
so offensive to Him. It is most sobering
when we realize that, "Satan controls both
the mind that is given up to be controlled by
another and the mind that controls." Mind,
Character, and Personality, vol. 2, 709.

It is helpful for us to keep in perspective
that this is not a new problem in the church.
This is a topic about which the Lord has seen
it necessary to give agreatdeal ofcounsel. It is
also of considerable importance to note that
these messages were directed primarily to the
leaders at theworldheadquartersoftheChurch.
Though but a sampling, extensive quotations
are includedhere from thevoluminous counsel

that has been given because it comes from
matetials that are so ctitically important andyet
are often not readily available to most of our
people:

"The Lord will never sanction the exer-
cise of arbitrary authority, nor will He serve
with the least selfishness or dishonesty in
the dealing of men with their fellow men.
Yet these things have been manifest in the
management of affairs in connection with
the work. . . . Words cannot express too
strongly the offensive character of the dis-
position to rue or ruin which has for years
been revealed, and which has been strength-
ened by exercise.

26 Our Firm Foundation June 1996

"As the stateofthings existing in theoffice
... has been presented before me by the Holy
Spirit, I have not withheld the message that
God has given me for the men in responsible
positions. Againand again I havebeenmoved
upon to reprove the selfishness that, as you
know, has prevailed inmany lines ofthe work.
Men who know little of the working of the
Spirit of God upon their own hearts have
exalted themselves beyondmeasure inunder-
taking to force others to accept their tenus and
come under their control. There are those who
regardno man's judgment as superior, oreven
equal to their own. They are narrowing the
workbydisregarding the suggestionsofmenof
experience,becausethese ideas donot coincide
with their own plans. At the same time these
very ones are notwilling for others to exercise
their independent judgment. Plans are set on
foot for restticting the liberty of the workers.
Through these oppressive plans, men who
sh01l1d stand free in God are trammeled by
resttictions from those who are only their
fellow laborers.

"Men in the office ... have acted as if they
had jurisdiction of other men's intellect and
conscience, and could manipulate them to
serve any purpose which they might choose.
They have had an oppornmity to reveal how
much they themselves really have the cause of
Godatheart. Ifit canbeadvanced throughtheir
plans for compelling others to sacrifice for it,
they are glad to see its prospetity. While
grasping all the benefitpossible for themselves,

they have, ... felt it their prerogative to crowd
down the vcty ones whom God was using to
diffuse light.Oftheworkofthese persons they
havemadevcty little,while theymademuchof
their own, that bore the stamp of the unsancti-
fiedhurnan agent. Itwo1l1d havebeenbetter for
the causetoday ifthesemenhadnever puttheir
handto the work. Theyhave ttied to force their
ideas upon those who have the cause much
nearer their hearts than some of these who are
so forward to dictate.

"How does the spirit of self-exaltation
and grasping for arbitrary authority com-
pare with the spirit and example of Christ?
Our people, who talk of religious liberty,

have lessons to learn as to what liberty in
Christ really is. The Lord has marked the
oppression that has been practiced. To the
men that are working in lines that are not in
accordance with Bible principles He de-
clares that He will not accept the means
gained in this way." Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, 1357-1359.

These words are too powerful to be
diluted by comment. In another situation
the Lord's messenger continues with the
same burden:

"Again I appeal to you: will you now be
zealous and repent? You have shown your
zeal in strong words and oppressive mea-
sures toward your brethren. Now I beseech
you to give evidence of earnest repentance
before it shall be forever too late....

"You who are fInite, erring, and unsanc-
tified, have supposed that God's chil.dren
were put under your jurisdiction, for you to
plan for them, and to bring them to your
tenus. The policy you have labored so hard
to establish in your connection with the
work is an offense to God. He has never
justified any arrangement, through organi-
zation, discipline, or laws, whereby men
who have evidenced that they are not sus-
ceptible to the Holy Spirit's moving shall
use their power to sustain others in a like
disregard of the Spirit's work. But such has
been the arrangement that has prevailed.
You have made it hard for those whom you
do not especially like, while others who are
self-serving have been favored and exalted.
Partiality and hypocrisy have excluded the
Spirit of God from many hearts, and left
them as destitute ofHis grace as the hills of
Gilboa were destitute of dewar rain. Let it
no longer be regarded as your privilege to
control God's heritage." Ibid., 1366-1367.
Then the writer, speaking for God, warns

of the consequences, if this order of things
continues in His work, but also to assure us
that He is still in control:

"The Lord Himself will turn and over-
turn, and set things in order. He has the
responsibility of His own work, and He has
not entrusted the management of His peo-
ple to unsanctified human hands.

"It is hard for men to learn their real
weakness and ignorance and inefficiency. It
is hard for the ambitious heart to receive
God's ideas and plans, with unquestioning
faith and obedience. Some have very high
ideas of the importance of their own indi-
viduality, and by their headstrong course
are saying, We want not God's way, but our
own way.

"The time is near when God by His
providence will make manifest what princi-
ples have been cherished by the men con-



I have had presented before me again andagain that the people of God in these last
days could not be safe by trusting in men, and
making flesh their arm.... They must be
hewed and squared by His prophets.

nected with the management of His work.
Unless these men are converted, they will
be separated from the work. But, the ap-
peals and warnings given have had no more
affect upon their hearts than the messages
of Christ had upon the Pharisees, and I
greatly fear in their behalf, lest they shall
continue to walk in the same path, mard-
festing the same exacting and intolerant
spirit, as did the ruling Pharisees; I fear that
the same judgments will fall upon them
because they have rejected the Lord's re-
proof, and have set the stumbling block of
their iniquity before their eyes.

"My brethren, in the name of the Lord I
counsel you to seek Him by repentance and
confession. Let your sins of omission and
commission go beforehand to judgment, that
pardon may be written against your names,
that you may be accounted worthy to stand
before Him when He shall appear." Ibid.,
1367-1368.

It is easy to nod in solemn agreement
when we read these warnings directed to
church leaders. Yet we must not forget that
the same counsels may apply just as aptly to
anyone of us who is tempted to drift into
the same attitude of exercising control over
any of God's children.

"It is not God's purpose that any human
being should yield his mind and will to the
control of another." Mind, Character, and
Personality, vol. 2, 705.

What is all of this saying? To me, it is
telling us that there is a difference between
being stubborn and hardheaded, and being
stalwart and firm in our committnent to
following God's Word. It is saying that
there is no substitute for learning to depend
fully upon the Lord for leading and sttength.

Like our literature-distributing brethren,
when I am moved to engage in some work
for the Lord, it is appropriate for me to
humbly counsel with my brethren in the
church. To work together, to pray together
for guidance, and to share plans together in
the spirit of Jesus, is to promote the unity
that Christ prayed for.

But, when any man demonstrates that
he does not meet the standards that God
has defined as a safe counselor, then we
must reject his advice or orders. For any-
one to insist on being in control of just
how, or where, or if God's work is to be
carried out, it is evidence of the kind of
apostasy that is most offensive to God,
regardless of what that person's position
in the church may be.

Such individuals deserve our earnest
prayers, for they are in grave danger, being
under great temptation and control of the
enemy of souls and not even knowing it.

But all of this is also telling us that
these exercises in developing sanctified judg-
ment and moral independence, is but part of
a loving Father's glorious plan for us.

God's Glorious Plan
" 'God created man in His own image,'

(Genesis 1:27) and it was His purpose that
the longer man lived, the more fully he

should reveal the image-the more fully
reflect the glory of the Creator." Education,
15. We are also told that God's glory is His
character. See Gospel Workers, 417.

"Every human being, created in the im-
age of God, is endowed with a power akin
to that of the Creator-individuality, power
to thiuk and to do. The men in whom this
power is developed are the men who bear
responsibilities, who are leaders in enter-
prise, and who influence character. It is the
work of true education to develop this pow-
er; to train the youth to be thinkers, and not
mere reflectors of other men's thoughts."
Education, 17,

Through his innumerable, devious, and
devastating attacks, Satan has attempted
to destroy this special object of God's
creative power. But God is still in con-
trol. "By infinite love and mercy the plan
of salvation had been devised, and a life
of probation was granted. To restore in
man the image of his Maker, to bring him
back to the perfection in which he was
created, to promote the development of
body, mind, and soul, that the divine pur-
pose in his creation might be realized-
this was to be the work of redemption.
This is the object of education, the great
object of life." Ibid., 15-16.

"God desires to bring men into direct
relation with Himself. In all His dealings
with human beings He recognizes the prin-
ciple of personal responsibility. He seeks to
encourage a sense of personal dependence
and to impress the need of personal guid-
ance. He desires to bring the human into
association with the Divine that men may
be transformed into the divine likeness. Sa-

tan works to thwart this purpose. He seeks
to encourage dependence upon men. When
minds are turned away from God, the tempt-
er can bring them under his rule. He can
control humanity." Mind, Character, and
Personality, vol. 2, 705.

"I have had presented before me again
and again that the people of God in these
last days could not be safe by trusting in
men, and making flesh their arm. By the

mighty cleaver of truth God has taken them
out of the quarry of the world as rough
stones, and brought them into His work-
shop that He might, by axe and hammer and
chisel, work off their rough, unshapely edg-
es, and fit them for a place in His building.
But they must be hewed and squared by His
prophets. Reproofs, warnings, admonitions,
and advice must come to their hearts and
make them after Christ's pattern. They must
become changed in heart and character, and
must keep the way of the Lord.

"I raise the warning now that there is
danger. The people are to know if there is
danger. They are not to be kept in dark-
ness." Ellen G. White 1888 Materials,
923-924.

It is God's plan to develop, "Men strong
to think and to act, men who are masters
and not slaves of circumstances, men who
possess breadth of mind, clearness of
thought, and the courage of their convic-
tions." Education, 18.

"Higher than the highest human thought
can reach is God's ideal for His children.
Godliness-godlikeness-is the goal to be
reached." Ibid.

This is God's glorious plan for us? It
is way beyond our grandest imagination.
Itmay take some painful buffeting, expe-
riences of testing with difficult decisions
that exercise our faith and dependence
upon Him. But He loves us too much not
to make every effort to be sure that we
can realize His goal for us. He is fitting
us for the company of Heaven, and "Know
ye not that ye shall judge angels?" I Cor-
inthians 6:3. 0
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The True Remedies-VI
Proper Diet, Coucluded

"It shali be a perpetual statute for
your generations throughout all your
dwellings, that ye eat neither fat nor
blood." Leviticus 3:17.

"Meat is served reeking with fat, be-
cause it suits the perverted taste. Both the
blood and the fat of animals is consumed
as a luxury. But the Lord has given
special directions that these should not be
eaten. Why?-Because their use would
make a diseased current of blood in the
human system. Disregard of the Lord's
special directions has brought many dis-
eases upon human beings." Healthful Liv-
ing, 94.
"Mter the flood the people ate largely

of animal food. God saw that the ways of
man were corrupt, and that he was dis-
posed to exalt himself proudly against his
Creator and to follow the inclinations of
his own heart. And He permitted that
long-lived race to eat animal food to
shorten their sinful lives. Soon after the
flood the race began to rapidly decrease
in size, and in length of years." Counsels
on met and Foods, 373.

"Speaking in support of this diet, they
said that without it they were weak in
physical strength. But the words of our
Teacher to us were, 'As a man thinketh,
so is he.' See Proverbs 23:7. The flesh of
dead animals was not the original food
for man. Manwas permitted to eat it after
the flood, because all vegetation had been
destroyed.... Since the flood the human
race has been shortening the period of its
existence. Physical, mental, and moral
degeneracy is rapidly increasing in these
last days." Healthful Living, 98.

"After they have reduced their physi-
cal streugth by a reduced quantity and a
poor quality of food, some conclude that
their former way of living is the best. The
system must be nourished. Yet we do not
hesitate to say that flesh meat is not
necessary for health or strength. Ifused it
is because a depraved appetite craves it.
Its use excites the animal propensities to
increased activity and strengthens the an-
imal passions. When the animal propen-
sities are increased, the intellectual and
moral powers are decreased. The use of
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"Christ stands before us ern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come after."
Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

the flesh of animals tends to cause a
grossness of body and benumbs the fme
sensibilities of the mind." Testimonies,
vol. 2, 63.

"Will the people who are preparing to
become holy, pure, and refined, that they
may be introduced into the society of
heavenly angels, continue to take the life
of God's creatures and subsist on their
flesh and enjoy it as a luxury? From what
the Lord has shown me, this order of
things will be changed, and God's peculiar
people will exercise temperance in all
things. Those who subsist largely upon
flesh carmot avoid eating the meat of
animals which are to a greater or less
degree diseased. The process of fitting
animals for market produces in them dis-
ease; and fitted in as healthful manner as
they can be, they become heated and
diseased by driving before they reach the
market. The fluids and flesh of these dis-
eased animals are received directly into
the blood, and pass into the circulation of
the human body, becoming fluids and flesh
of the same. These humors are introduced
into the system. And if the person already
has impure blood, it is greatly aggravated
by the eating of the flesh of these animals.
The liability to take disease is increased
tenfold by meat eating. The intellectual,
the moral, and the physical powers are
depreciated by the habitual use of flesh
meats. Meat eating deranges the system,
beclouds the intellect, and blunts the moral
sensibilities. We say to you, dear brother
and sister, your safest course is to let meat
alone." Ibid., 63-64.

"The Lord intends to bring His peo-
ple back to live upon simple fruits,
vegetables, and grains. He led the chil-
dren of Israel into the wilderness where
they could not get a flesh diet; and He
gave them the bread ofheaven. 'Man did
eat angels' food.' But they craved the
flesh-pots of Egypt, and mourned and
cried for flesh, notwithstanding the prom-
ise of the Lord that if they would submit
to His will, He would carry them into the
land ofCanaan, and establish them there,
a pure, holy, happy people, and that
there should not be a feeble one in all
their tribes; for He would take away all
sickness from among them.... The Lord
would have given them flesh had it been
essential for their health, but He who
had created and redeemed them led them
through that long journey in the wilder-
ness to educate, discipline, and train
them in correct habits. The Lord under-
stood what influence flesh eating has
upon the human system. He would have
a people that would, in their physical
appearance, bear the divine credentials,
notwithstanding their long journey."
Healthful Living, 96-97.

"The diet of animals is vegetables
and grains. Must the vegetables be ani-
malized, must they be incorporated into
the system of an animal, before we get
them? Must we obtain our vegetable diet
by eating the flesh of dead creatures?
God provided food in its natural state for
our first parents. He gave Adam charge
of the garden, to dress it and to care for
it, saying, 'To you it shall be for meat.'
Genesis 1:29. One animal was not to
destroy another animal for food." Ibid.,
97.

"One of the great errors that many
insist upon is that muscular strength is
dependent upon animal food. But the
simple grains, fruits of the trees, and
vegetables have ali the nutritive proper-
ties necessary to make good blood. This
a flesh diet cannot do." Ibid., 98.

"Theweakness experienced on leaving
offmeat is one of the strongest arguments
that I could present as a reason why you
should discontinue its use. Those who eat
meat feel stimulated after eating this food,
and they suppose that they aremade stron-
ger. After they discontinue the use ofmeat,
theymay for a time feel weak, butwhenthe



happiness of the family; but the knowl-
edge of music without the knowledge of
cookery is not worth much. When your
daughters have families of their own, an
understanding of music and fancy work
will not provide for the table a well-
cooked dinner, prepared with nicety, so
that they will not blush to place it before
their most-esteemed friends. Mothers,
yours is a sacred work. May God help
you to take it up with His glory in view
and work earnestly, patiently, and loving-
ly for the present and future good of your
children, having an eye single to the glory
of God." Ibid., 538.

"The proper cooking of food is a most
essential requirement, especially where
meat is not made an article of diet. Some-
thing must be prepared to take the place
of meat, and these foods must be well
prepared, so that meat will not be de-
sired." Healthful Living, 76-77.

"You profess to be health reformers,
and for this very reason you shonld be-
come good cooks. Those who can avail
themselves of the advantages of properly
conducted hygienic cooking schools, will
find it a great benefit, both in their own
practice and in teaching others.... One
reason why many have become discour-
aged in practicing health reform is that
they have not learned how to cook so that
proper food, simply prepared, would sup-
ply the place of the diet to which they
have been accustomed." Ibid., 77.

"We need persons who will educate
themselves to cook healthfully. Many
know how to cook meals and vegetables
in different forms, yet do not understand
how to prepare simple and appetizing
dishes." Ibid.

"Those who will not eat and drink
from principle, will not be governed by
principle in other things." Ibid., 76. D

fruits and vegetables." Testimonies, vol.
2,63.

"Something must be prepared to take
the place of meat, and these foods must
be well prepared, so that meat will not be
desired." Healthful Living, 97.

"Butwhat about an impoverished diet?
I have spoken of the importance of the
quantity and quality of food being in
strict accordance with the laws of health.
But we would not recommend an impov-
erished diet. I have been shown that many
take a wrong view of the health reform
and adopt too poor a diet. They subsist
upon a cheap, poor quality of food, pre-
pared without care or reference to the
nourishment of the system. It is important
that the food should be prepared with
care, that the appetite, when not pervert-
ed, can relish it. Because we from princi-
ple discard the use ofmeat, butter, mince
pies, spices, lard, and that which irritates
the stomach and destroys health, the idea
should never be given that it is of but
little consequence what we eat." Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 367.

"Poor cookery is slowly wearing away
the life energies of thousands. It is dan-
gerous to health and life to eat at some
tables the heavy, sour bread and the other
food prepared in keeping with it. Moth-
ers, instead of seeking to give your daugh-
ters a musical education, instruct them in
these useful branches which have the
closest connection with life and health.
Teach them all the mysteries of cooking.
Show them that this is a part of their
education and essential for them in order
to become Christians. Unless the food is
prepared in a wholesome, palatable man-
ner, it cannot be converted into good
blood to build up the wasting tissues.
Your daughters may love music, and this
may be all right; it may add to the

The EightNatural Health Traets
by Kurt Unglaub

This is a set of a well-written tracts, one
each on the eight eternal principles ofhealth-
Pure Air, Sunlight, Abstemiousness,
Exercise, Proper Diet, the use ofWater, and
Trust in Divine Power. Due to their handy
size of 33/4 by 8112 inches and economical price,
they are ideal as an entering wedge. Excellent
for fair booths, cooking schools, and other
general public witnessing. Only 15¢ each.
Only 7.5¢ each when 500 or more of any
combination are ordered.

See, page 3Jor andtaxiIi£9rmafion.

system is cleansed from the effect of this
diet, they no longer feel the weakness, and
will cease to wish for that for which they
have pleaded as essential to strength." Ibid.,
98-99.

"Meat eating is doing its work, for the
meat is diseased. We may not long be
able to use evenmilk." Ibid., 79.

"Cancers, tumors, and all inflammato-
ry diseases are largely caused by meat
eating. From the light God has given me,
the prevalence of cancer and tumors is
largely dueto gross living on dead flesh."
Counsels on met and Foods, 388.

"Persons who have indulged their ap-
petite to eat freely of meat, highly sea-
soned gravies, and various kinds of rich
cakes and preserves, cannot irumediately
relish a plain, wholesome, nutritious diet.
Their taste is so perverted they have no
appetite for a wholesome diet of fruits,
plain bread, and vegetables. They need
not expect to relish at frrst, food so
different from that in which they have
been indulging. If they cannot at first
enjoy plain food, they should fast until
they can. That fast will prove to them of
greater benefit than medicine, for the
abused stomachwill find the rest which it
has long needed, and real hunger can be
satisfied with a plain diet. Itwill take time
for the taste to recover from the abuses it
has received, and to gain its natural tone.
But perseverance in a self-denying course
of eating and dtinking will soon make
plain, wholesome food palatable, and it
will be eaten with greater satisfaction
than the epicure enjoys over his rich
dainties." Healthful Living, 93.

"We advise you to change your habits
of living; but while you do this we cau-
tion you to move understandingly. I am
acquainted with families who have
changed from a meat diet to one that is
impoverished. Their food is so poorly
prepared that the stomach loathes it; and
such have told me that the health reform
did not agree with them, that they were
decreasing in physical strength. Here is
one reason why some have not been
successful in their efforts to simplify their
food. They have a poverty-stricken diet.
Food is prepared without painstaking,
and there is a continual sameness. There
should not be many kinds at anyone
meal, but all meals should not be com-
posed of the same kinds of food without
variation. Food should be prepared with
simplicity, yet with a nicety which will
invite the appetite. You should keep grease
out of your food. It defiles any prepara-
tion of food you may make. Eat largely of
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Man, by Himself, Is Priced
Continued from 7

gion of the head? Could it be that you
have accepted the work of a minister of
Christ, doing with your hands His work,
exercisiug His gifts and believing in Him
with a religion of the head, while your
heart is still captivated with the pomp and
power of the world, never having come to
the point of a full surrender?

As we ask ourselves these questions and
look into our own lives today, what do wesee?

That our characters still possess some of the
attributes of the sons of thunder? some of the
self-confidence, the ambitiousness and selfish
greediness of the son of perdition? Recogniz-
ing Jesus' love for us and the power of the
transfonnation of love which He offers us,
whatwill be the responseofourhearts-andto
what will it lead us?

When probation bas closed, what will
be the emotion of our hearts-the self-
condemnation that will call for the rocks
and mountains to fallon us as we realize

that we too have betrayed His love and that
it is too late? Or will we with awe and
wonder exclaim with John, "Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God"? I John 3:1. 0

(This article is based onActs oftke Apostles,
539-566; and Desire ofAges, 717-718, and
293-295, portions of which are paraphrased
in this article. All emphasis mine.)

Spirit ofProphecy Special Offer
Special Camp Meeting Prices While Supplies Last*

There is no better time to make sure that you and your family have the Spirit of Prophecy at your fingertips.

o Spirit ofProphecy Library $149.95
3 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 52 of the "little red books."

Regular price: $169.95. (Save $20) Shipping: $12 per set.
8 Spanish Spirit ofProphecy Library $109.95

2 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 33 books. Regular price:
$129.95. (Save $20) Shipping: $9 per set.

@ The Study Bible $59.95
King James Version, with Ellen G. White Scripture Comments.

Center-colunm verse references; EGW cross-references; Bible
concordance; and subject index of EGW comments. Regular price:
$69.95. (Save $10) Shipping: $6 per Bible.

e Review and Herald Articles $105.00
All the Ellen White articles found in the six hardback volumes, are

now in three convenient volumes. Flexible, plastic laminated paperback
binding. Regular price: $120. (Save $15) Shipping: $12 per set.

o The Spalding-Magan Collection $12.50
Private collections of five Adventist leaders. Stirring messages from

Mrs. White on education, finance, church government, independent
ministries, and much more. Hardback. Regular price: $15. (Save $2.50)
Shipping: $1.50**

(3 The fllustrated Great Controversy $10.50
This Great Controversy contains 190 beautiful photographs taken by

James Arrabito. Standard page numbers. Hardback. Regular price: $14.95.
(Save $4.45) Shipping: $1.50**

Order these books today from Hope International
(360) 832-6602/ PO Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328.

'We must receive your order by August 31 to honor these special prices. Order today!

"Please add another $2 for shipping if your total is under $60.
Washington residents please add 7.7% sales tax to your total, including shipping.
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However, the persecutor will in the end be
persecuted. "And the ten horns which thou

sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked,
and shall eat her flesh, and bum her with fire."

The End of Intolerance
Continued from 9

The vision declares that there will be an
eighth king or kingdom. The Bible says, the
"eighth" king is that beast power "that was,
and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of
the seven, and goeth into perdition." Verse
I!. The eighth king is the Papacy "that
was" a beast-political power (ruling both
civilly and religionsly from A.D. 538 to A.D.
1798), "and is not" a beast-political power

(receiving a deadly wound as America was
rising to prominence), and "even he is the
eighth" (when the deadly wound would be
healed and the Papacy would once again
become a political power).

In Revelation chapter thirteen, the Papa-
cy was described as a beast political power
that ruled for forty-two prophetic months
(or 1260 years) and then received a deadly
wound. In A.D. 1798, while she continued to
function as a church, the Papacy ceased to
be a political power. However, we were told
that the deadly wound of the beast (the
political arm of the Papacy) would be healed,
representing the Papacy's second rise to
power in the political arena.

The beast-the Papacy-is one of the
seven and is considered the eighth. Many
students of the Bible have often noted
that the number eight represents some-
thing that has gone from old to new, or
something that has been resurrected. For
example, there were eight people on
Noah's ark that brought them from the
old world into a new world. Jesus was
resurrected on the first day of the week or
the eighth day following the seventh. This
old fallen world will be recreated into a
New Earth when the eighth millennium
begins. See Revelation chapters 20 and
21. Therefore, the eighth head would be a
resurrected Idngdom-a power that once
was, then was not, but has been revived
to control again. Today, the Papacy is the
only one of the seven kingdoms that fits
that description. The Papacy "was" a po-
litical power. She experienced her "is not"
state after A.D. 1798. She will rule in the

imminent New World Order, which will
last only for a short time.

What do the ten horns represent? "And
the ten horns which than sawest are ten
kings, which have received no kingdom as
yet; bnt receive power as kings one hour
with the beasl. These have one mind, and
shall give their power and strength unto the
beasl." Revelation 17:12-13.

These ten kings "who have received no
kingdom as yet," represent the seventh head

which "has notyetcome." Notice that they are
kings or powers that presently do not have a
kingdom. They are not ten kings that have ten
kingdoms. They are ten kings that have "no
kingdom as yel." But when they have power
with the beast, the political arm of the Papacy,
they will have a kingdom-the New World
Order of Church and State. Rome will be that
great city which reigns over the kings of the
earth. The pope will reign supreme when the
Sunday laws are made universal.

These ten horns which have received no
kingdom as of 1798 are described in the
beginning of the chapter as ten horns with-
out any crowns. Again, this supports the
interpretation that they are not ten kings
with ten kingdoms, but ten kingdoms that
give their power unto the beast. However,
in Revelation chapter thirteen, there are ten
horns with ten crowns, signifying that they
are ten distinct kingdoms, representing the
ten divisions of Rome from which the fIrst
beast, the Papacy, arose.

These ten kings that have a kingdom give
their allegiance to the Papacy. They will be
supportive of Sunday laws throughout the
entireworld. Somehave suggested that the ten
kings are symbolic ofall thenationswondeting
after the beast power. Others have suggested
that the world will be divided up into ten
political and economic regions through the
United Nations. There is a United Nations
Charter [chapter 8, Articles 52 (2-3) and53 (I)
oftheCharter,under "RegionalArrangements"]
thatintenda todivide theworldup intopolitical
and economic regions. The United States will
still be the United States, andMexicowill still
beMexico. However, there will exist an inter-

national body that will supersede the sover-
eignty ofnations. Aiready the United Nations
touches everyaspect ofhuman life.lnjudiciary
matters there is theWorld Coutt, whichalready
has laws that supersede theAmericanConstitu-
tion. In matters of health there is the World
Health Organization. In matters of fInance
there is the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. Inmatters ofpolicing there is
the U.N. peace-keeping force. The only thing
that is lacking in this scenario is the whole
world (the United Nations or the uniting ofthe
nations) wondering afterthePapacy. TheUnit-
ed Nations is not only in the baCkYard of the
United States, but the United States is the
strongest political force in the United Nations.
Will it be in the United Nations that the world
will follow the lead of the United States?Will
it be through the confederacy ofnations in the
United Nations that the United States will
"cause that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed"? Revela-
tion 13:15.

This union of the nations with the Papa-
cy will bring persecution-not peace. "And
I saw the woman drunken with the blood of
the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs
of Jesus." Revelation 17:6. As the blood of
the saints was shed of old, persecution will
again be kindled. There will be a fInal
Inquisition. The persecution in these last
days concerns worship, for it is the "blood
of the saints" that is shed. The church that
is right with God is not the one in union
with the govermnents of the world. God's
true church is the one that is being perse-
cuted. Jesus said, "They shall put you out of
the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he
doeth God service." John 16:2.

However, the persecutor will in the endbe
persecuted. "And the ten horns which thou
sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the
whore, and shallmakeherdesolate andnaked,
and shall eat her flesh, and bumherwith fIre."
Revelation 17:16.When the worldrealizes that
it has been deceived and that it is too late to
repent, they will turn upon the false religious
leaders and destrcy them. Imagine the sheer
terror and hatred in the hearts of those who
realize that they are lost for eternity.

If men could only remember that when
religion is good, God will take care of it:
but when God does not see fIt to take care
of it, so that that religion must appeal to the
state for support, then it is evident that that
religion is not of Christ and that its cause
must be a bad one.

Dear friends, intolerance will come to
an end. Eternity is just around the corner.
Troublous times are coming, but do not
give up the faith. We are nearing home! D
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Camp Meeting 19 6
July 23-28, 1996

Please plan to join us.
Speakers will include Ron Spear, Colin and Russell Standish, Phil Collins,
Ray DeCarlo, Preston Monterrey, Thare Lebron, Norberta Restrepo, \

Jeff Pippenger, Vernon Sparks, and Jeff Wehr.

TF you plan to attend the Eatonville camp meeting, and wish to stay on our grounds, you are
.lmorethan welcome. Water and restrooms will be available at several locations on the grounds.
There will be limited shower facilities, but hookups for water, sewer, and electricity are not
available. Please plan on a real camp meeting.
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Please :note:
.Spanish meetings will also be conducted on the grounds, starting

Thursday evening, July 25th• Invite your Spanish friends!

As usual, there will be no charge for staying on our campus, but we cannot provide either lodging
or food. Please do not take it for granted that we will be able to provide special services for those
who need them. Instead, please call and let us know what your needs are. We will do our best to
accommodate all who desire to attend, but, unfortunately, there are limits to what our staff can
undertake during the hustle and bustle of camp meeting.

• Mill Village Motel-2 miles south of Hope International.
Call (360)

• Motel Puyallup-25 miles north of Hope International.
Call (206) 845-8825.

• Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles north of Hope
International. Can (800) 845-9490.

• Eagle's Nest Motel-IO miles south of Hope
InternatioIlal. Call (800) 877-2533.

Ifyou do not plan to stay on our grounds, you
should make reservations ahead of time at the
hotel or motel of your choice. The following
information may be of some assistance:


